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Sunset from a City Tower 
By Arthur Wallace Peach 


MOTE between the soaring skies and earth, 
I peer into the deep abyss below, 
Where sweeps a tide that hath nor ebb nor flow 

With murmur as of devils’ distant mirth. 

In its great womb a thousand sounds have birth, 
Merged in one mighty chant, confused and low ; 
Far down the lights burn with a dull red glow 

Like deep-gloomed forges set in night’s black girth. 

Then Fancy stoops to Thought: I think of all 
The souls that whirl fore’er on that great tide, 

The face of youth, of sin, of peace, of years ; 

There Death walks nightly when the shadows fall, 
There Love keeps watch some one beloved beside. 

There sorrow follows joy, and laughter’, tears. 


Then turning toward the far, dark-hooded west, 
With thoughts full of life’s strange unrest and wo, 
I saw the darkened heavens burst—and lo! 
As with great hands the clouds apart were pressed— 
Forth leaped the sunset on its evening quest! 
Wide as the great earth’s verge its bright tides flow, 
With crimson fire the city skylines glow, 
While distant chimes sing soft of peace and rest. 
So shall we leave earth's fevered winding ways, 
Its dark dim paths where surest footsteps fail, 
And some day see the darkness part and bare 
The towered heights of Paradise ablaze, 
While sweetly ringing bells our coming hail, 
And stands the Master with his welcome there! 


West NewrTon, Mass. 








An Index to the entire contents of The Sunday 
School Times for 1910 is now ready, and will be mailed 
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a 
Temptation’s Opportunity 


Whenever temptation attacks us, it is evidence 
of Christ's power and desire to save us from that 
temptation. We may, if we will, look upon our every 
temptation as a signal indicating Christ's pledged vic- 
tory. And when we have been letting him win 
marked victories for us, the desperately savage nature 
of the temptations that will be hurled against us are 
an evidence that our victories have been noticed by 
his Adversary. If Elijah had not been so mas- 
terfully successful on Mount Carmel, Jezebel would 
not. have honored him with such special attention. 
But we do not need to fail as Elijah did when 
the fierceness of our temptation indicates the 





special attention of the Adversary. The God who 
lighted the Carmel fire could have cared for Elijah 
at Jezreel. The Christ of our past victories will 
win greater victories for us than we have yet dreamed 
of, if we will but let him hold us in himself in quiet- 
ness and trust. Our temptations are our opportuni- 
ties to let Christ prove himself. 


at 
Missing the Slights 


No one ever ought to notice a slight that is in- 
tended for him. The best way to avoid noticing them 
is not to see them ; and the best way not to see them 
is to decline to expect them or even to believe that 
they could exist. The blind man’s life is enriched by 
his missing a great many things that people with eyes 
see ; and love is deliberately blind a great deal of the 
time. Love refuses to see unlove that is directed 
toward it. And we must choose between extremes 
in this matter ; for unless we deliberately close our 
eyes tu slights we shall see some that never existed ! 
‘*He who looks for slights is apt to find them’’— 
whether they are there or not. It is better not to see 
the slights that were intended for us than to see some 
slights that were not intended for us. 
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God’s Transmuting Forgiveness 

God's forgiveness of our sin works in us a change 
which is beyond our deepest thoughts to fathom or to 
understand. Yet we experience it, and that is better 
than to understand. The forgivetiess of God in Christ 
is like the alchemy which was only an unrealized 
dream of the medizval chemist who sought to trans- 
mute the baser metals into gold. In our life, this 
alchemy becomes glorious reality. When we sin, we 
become through sin’s instant and fatal poison so base, 
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Accustomed 


ANY people have had reason to bless 'the day 
when some one put them in the way of read- 
ing Dean Church. He is one of those writers 

who never have any great vogue and about whom 
there is no furor. ‘Those who wish to be up-to-date 
merely and are eager for only the latest and the most 
popular will seldom run across hisname. Thecrowds 
were not present on the rare occasions when he 
preached.in his cathedral church of St. Paul’s ; but an 
Englishman of great influence has spoken about the 
congregation that did gather when it was known that 
he was to be the preacher. Sometimes it would seem 
like a roll-call of those that were greatest ; as one 
looked around .to see who was there the eye would 
alight on one after another of a great company to 
whom England had lasting reason to be thankful. 
Dean Church was not one of the preachers who say 
things that take, but one of those who say things that 
stick. 

And one of his sayings which has stuck in many 
minds and stood in good stead a great many people 
in times of trial is his advice to those who are having 
to work under great difficulty : ‘‘ Accustom yourself to 
injustice,”’ 

Now thatis just what most of us think to be the one 
thing which nobody ought to put up with. We can 
grant that our work may bring us annoyance, and 
anxiety, and weariness, and we will count that all in 
the day’s work. We are willing to put in overtime if 
need be; and disappointments are to be expected. 
We know, too,. that serious and useful service implies 
difficulty and hindrance and the overcoming of preju- 
dice. But there is one thing which we think no man 
is under obligation to efdure, and that is injustice. 
Yet Dean Church, who had gone through all the other 


so worthless, so completely destroyed that our only 
end is death. We cry out to God in Christ to forgive 
us. He has never since man was created denied that 
cry ; and in the act of forgiveness Christ in us purges 
and cleanses out of our being the sin-poison that 
was killing us, and literally transmutes us into a new 
being, a new creation in himself. ‘There is worked in 
us an alchemy of change before which, in its wonder 
and glory and reality, the old hoped-for medizval 
alchemy sinks into dull insignificance. ‘This is God's 
forgiveness. This is the good tidings of Jesus Christ. 
This is the greatest need of the world. ‘This is your 
and my need and precious privilege to-day, and every 
day, after every act of known sin,—and for our ‘* vast 
area of undiscovered sin’ as well, The thrilling joy 
of Christ's forgiveness is the thrill of life that replaces 
death. Can we ever thank Him as we should ? 


A 
What of the Consequences ? 


For the results of our doing of God's will we have 
no responsibility whatsoever. To weigh the possible 
or probable results against the doing of simple duty is 
to play the traitor before we begin. No man can do 
his whole duty if he is concerned over the outcome. 
Suppose a soldier in war-time should decline to carry 
out orders from an officer until he had satisfied him- 
self in advance that the result would be exactly as he 
wished ! Taking orders from God is largely a matter 
of taking sealed orders : often we do not even know 
where we are going, much less what will be the result 
of our going and doing. But if we have not enough 
confidence in our Commander to take his orders un- 
questioningly, then we had better frankly resign from 
the Service. If we want to remain loyal, we must do 
so with a life-and-death allegiance. We can be ac- 
cepted by Him only as it is our life-purpose to ‘‘ make 
no terms with consequences.’ 
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to Injustice 


inconveniences only to find that this last was to be 
piled on top of all the rest, got his bearings with regard 
to this also, and felt that if he was to reap the results 
of all his other patiences it was necessary to add this 
too. This was the last stage, and the power to pass 
through it was what would insure his saving of all the 
rest that he had invested. 

But we do not realize this. Injustice seems to be 
the end of all things, the laststraw. How can onedo 
any good when it is known that. he will put up with 
that? What influence or authority can we have after 
it is seen that we have so little spirit or pride that men 
can impose that upon us, and that we will take even 
that rather than surrender our place? For thereafter it 
looks as if people would proceed to take every advan- 
tage of us because we will permit it. In such cir- 
cumstances, what is there for.one who values his in- 
fluence but to acknowledge that in these circumstances 
he has lost his influence, and give up and try again 
somewhere else ? 

Such are the idle and sleazy and childlike notions 
which we entertain of those who have authority. We 
look at some masterful ‘and efficient life, controlling 
large intefests and achieving large results, and we say 
to ourselves : ‘‘There is a man who has simply to 
say the word and things are done. He would 
make short work of any one who tried to im- 
pose upon him the things I have to endure. I'll 
warrant it would go ill with any one who offered him 
one of the snubs such as I get every day~of my life. 
There is a man to whom people are careful to do jus- 
tice. Oh, that I were in such a position! I would 
make short work of this unfair and ungrateful treat- 
ment to which I am subjected.’’ And it is because 
we judge the sittatiow like this that we never get into 
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the position of authority, If we suppose that those 
who have the most of it are people who never get a 
slight and just have everybody respond to their wishes 
at once, we have made sad work in our estimating of 
what it is that gives authority. In the letters which a 
merchant wrote to his son on the wise conduct of busi- 
ness he told him to remember that when it came to 
the matter of feelings, the feelings of the head of the 
firm were always those that were made least account 
of. They always came in last—and of course some- 
times not at all. 

If we were selecting some one for an important and 
difficult position, none of'us would ever choose a per- 
son whose sense of justice—to himself—was so highly 
developed that he would detect and resent every in- 
trusion upon his rights. We should rather pick out 
some one who would be so accustomed to injustice 
that he would never have to keep taking time away 
from his main business to attend toit. It takes a big 
man to thread his way through resistance and injustice 
and keep his course unerringly where most could find 
no path to their goal unless it were marked out with 
flatteries and praises and constant gratitude. The 
man with a permanent chip on his shoulder is not the 
one who in the long run will have the keenest sense 
of justice. Yet how often we hear some one boasting 
that his whole failure in life is due to his having such a 
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keen sense of justice that he simply cannot and will not 
put up with the impositions that others accept. Very 
unlike is he to the college professor who, knowing the 
dangers of life on a faculty and amid students, said, 
‘I would rather be imposed upon a good deal than 
lose all my cltance of having any influénce by notic- 
ing every affront.”’ 

Who ever thinks of the feelings of the great admin- 
istrators who make the world better and make justice 
prevail? Who ever gives a thought to the feelings of 
Lord Cromer in Egypt, or Sir Robert Hart in China, 
or the President of the United States? ‘* What shall 
I do unto this people? they are almost ready to stone 
me,'’ said Moses, surprised even after the much in- 
gratitude he had suffered that it should still go to such 
lengths, and wondering with many others whether all 
this was not a sign that his authority was gone. Often 
a man’s authority is just beginning to be made final 
at the very moment he feels he can stand no more. 
Who cares for the feelings of the judge on the bench? 
It ts he that must be taking thought every moment for 
the feelings of those at the bar. His own ‘do not 
count much; that is one reason why he is a judge. 
And yet somehow it is just these folks whose sense of 
justice to themselves seems to be blunted that are 
always securing justice for the world, They never get 
accustomed to injustice for others, 





How Promote Spirituality ? 

What is spirituality? Is it a desirable thing? Is 
it an available thing for all? It is often referred to, 
and most people think they know it when they see it; 
while most would probably agree that it is an uncom- 
mon rather than a common characteristic. But why 
should there be any mystery or uncertainty or even 
difficulty about it? There need not be. Yet here is 
a question from a young man in a theological seminary 
that is being asked in many quarters. He writes: 

There is a great problem facing me as a young pastor. 
Briefly stated it is, hat is the best method to promote spirit- 
uality among church-members ? ; 

I will thank you for a few words asto yourown opinion upon 
‘this subject, and I will appreciate it if you will suggest a book 
which may be regarded as an authoritative treatment of the 
matter. 


Spirituality is the life of the Spirit of God. No 
man can ‘' promote spirituality’’ among his fellows. 
The Spirit of God, be it reverently said, cannot 
‘*promote spirituality,’’ in any abstract or general 
way. But He can replace the deadness of a self- 
centered life with Himself, and live within one, be- 
coming that one’s entire life, whenever that life is 
abandoned in surrender and self-crucifixion. This 
is the work that God offers to do through Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. Christ is the life; and the Holy 
Spirit's work is to reveal Christ, to make him known 
and glorify him, When a man has not only accepted 
Christ as his Saviour, but has completely abandoned 
himself to Christ as his eternal Master now and here and 
forever, Christ becomes that man’s whole life, crowd- 
ing out and crucifying to death in and with Himself 
the old self ; and the Holy Spirit reveals and glorifies 
Christ to that man, who comes to know and experi- 
ence Christ in the fulness of the Spirit as he never 
could before. Christ is then the man’s only and 
whole life, as he continues the surrender of himself ; 
and the Holy Spirit dwells within him in fulness. 
People are very likely then to notice evidences of 
‘« spirituality’? in such a one; and no ‘wonder, for 
the Spirit of God has become his life. The former 
man is dead. A new creation has taken place. 

Through such a one Christ can give himself; in the 
same satisfying, miracle-working, overwhelming way, 
to others. Perhaps this is what is meant by ‘ pro- 
moting spirituality.’’ It is the only way. By the 
testifying, witnessing work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus 
Christ will communicate himself, through any life 
that has thus received him, into other lives ; and he 
will do this ceaselessly, miraculously, victoriously, to 
the transforming of life after life in bewilderingly 
blessed achievement. ‘‘ From within him [whose life 
is Christ] shall flow rivers of living water’’; and the 
** promoting of spirituality *’ follows as life and vege- 
tation follow the course of any river. 

There is no ‘‘method’’ of accomplishing this, save 
only God's communicating himself, his own life, in 
Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit, from one 
human life to another, Paul ‘* promoted spirituality”’ 
wherever he went; not by any method, but because 





to him to live was Christ ; he had been crucified in 
Christ, and it was no longer Paul that lived, but Christ 


lived in him, ‘The promotion of spirituality’’ does 
not seem to have been a topic for discussion among 
the New Testament Christians, Christ was their life ; 
their only concern was to let him give himself through 
them to others. It is the only way to-day. This 
young pastor will not need to be concerned over his 
problem if he will meet the New Testament conditions 
as Paul did. 

One of the sanest and most satisfying interpreta- 
tions of the whole matter is Mr. McConkey’s little 
book, ‘‘The Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit.'’ 1 
Christ has used that book, written out of Mr. McCon- 
key's life-blood, to give Himself in fulness to many ; 
and many a pastor would do well, after entering into 
the fulness of the Life himself, to tell to his people 
the simple story of Christ's victorious life-giving, and 
then urge their prayerful reading of this book. It will 
explain and confirm what the people see in the pastor 
whose life is wholly Christ, and will show them the 
way into that same blessing, But the life of a man 
whose life is Christ is the only sure method of ‘‘ pro- 
moting spirituality’’ in any church, 


sx 
What Is Service ? 


Can every follower of Christ have a part in His 
service ? One must have a clear view of what service 
is, to answer that question ; and the following letter 
from an Ontario reader raises an important question ; 

It may seem unnecessary, perhaps superfluous, to ask you 
to discuss the question, ‘‘What is service?'' Yet, because 
many Christians have such a vague, indistinct idea of its true 
meaning, thinking themselves incapable of rendering accept- 
able service and missing so much of its joy, I make bold to 
ask the question. : 

The importance of service is largely recognized by religious 
writers who understand the term so well that they perhaps 
fail to see the need of enlarging upon it. Our own definition 
of service is that anything done to show our love for Christ, 
no matter how small or seemingly unimportant, whether dis- 
tinctively religious or what is commonly called secular, so that 
it be done only with that motive, is service, and acceptable to 
Christ as such. 

Service is the action of a servant, And servant, 
or the stronger term bondservant, is the favorite word 
throughout the New. Testament. for the disciple of 
Christ. One cannot be a loyal disciple of Christ ex- 
cept as he has become the bondservant of Christ. A 
good servant does his master’s will, Any one who is 
doing Christ's will is engaged in. Christian service ; 
because Christian service is simply the. doing of 
Christ's will, and we ought to be engaged in such ser- 
vice from Sunday morning till Saturday night 
Christ will make his will plain to any one, upon 
a surrendered seeking to know it.. Christ's New 
Covenant, commonly called his New Testament, tells 





1 Mr. McConkey’s book will be sent free upon application to Fred 
Kelker, P. O. Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa: This and other similar pub- 
lications, circulated free, are paid for by vol y contributi rom 
those who desire to aid in their circulation. 
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us much about hi$ will for our service. Chief in this 
stands out his Great Commission (Matt. 28 : 19, 20), 
in which every one can take almost daily part. There 
is no service equal to that of bringing others to Christ ; 
to that service every follower of his stands pledged. 

A book that may open a whole world of new truth 
and privilege to the readet is Mr. S. D. Gordon's 
** Quiet Talks on Service.’’1 
_ Dr. Robert F. Horton, of London, is to give in these 
columns during the current year a series of articles on 
‘*The Victorious Life,’’ of which two will take up 
‘* The Service of the Victorious Life,’’ and + Personal 
Work in the Victorious Life.”’ 


at 
A High-School Pupil’s Problem 


No one can afford to do in school or college any- 
thing that is undesirable as a permanent life-habit. 
A frank recognition of this may help some of the 
pupils about whom a Massachusetts reader writes : 


In my experience as a teacher of classes of young ladies for 
several years past, I have found that the study of lessons on 
Sunday in preparation for Monday's work is a very common 
practise es ae pils. I do not believe this is 
necessary nor helpful to the highest Christian living. What 
is your attitude in regard to it? 


Preparing one’s lessons is one of the most import- 
ant-secular duties in the life of a high-school pupil. 
Monday's lessons differ from those of the rest of the 
week in only one vital particular ;: there are two days 
allowed for their preparation (of counting Sunday), 
as over against one day for all the other lessons of the 
week. And Sunday is God's special gift of time to us 
for rest and worship and service for his Kingdom. 
Just what honest and fair reason, therefore, a high- 
school student can give for ignoring the double time 
available on Friday and Saturday for Monday's prep- 
aration, and for devoting time on Sunday to this 
entirely secular labor, it is hard to see. Is there any 
other reason than sheer selfishness, —self-will as over 
against God's will? 

But it may not be well for the teacher to put the 
case in this way to those girls. A person who is in 
the wrong is seldom helped away from that wrong 
and into the right by being told that he is wrong. 
Most persons are only antagonized and settled more 
firmly in their wrong way by being denounced for it. 
The better way, the only sure way, is to bring those 
girls to Christ Even if they are Christian girls, they 
need to be brought into Christ. And that can be 
done only by a teacher whose life is so completely 
merged in Christ that Christ himself can win those girls 
to him and into the fulness of his own life by showing 
himself to them in the life of the teacher every time 
she is with them. 

When the life of a high-school girl is absolutely 
surrendered to Christ, given over to him not merely 
as Saviour, but to his mastery and lordship in every 
detail of body, mind, and spirit for every instant of 
time and eternity, the detail of Sabbath-breaking will 
be swept out of her life.” -And many another sin that 
is not now even recognized in her life will be revealed 
to her, and surrendered by her, and conquered for 
her. But the teacher's life in Christ_is the key to all 
this change in these girls’ lives. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father, we thank thee for making us part 
of a busy age and people ; for enfolding us with a life 
rich in vivid experience and stirring events. Teach us 

to fix our gaze on the unfolding panorama with keen interest 
and holy expectancy. ‘The heavens above and the earth be- 
neath are the work of thy fingers. ‘Ihe air and the soil teem 
with living creatures from thy hand. ‘The roar of the sea, the 
whisper of the breeze, the song of birds, and the hum of traffic, 
all are full of thee. Yet our self-absorption like a veil hides 
thy. nearness from our eyes. Tear off the wrappings of self, 
we pray, and let us loose. Keep us from holding ourselves 
outside of things. Quicken our sympathy. Make us feel our 
kinship with sea and air and earth and all thy creatures, 
Make us a conscious part of the busy throng through which 
thou art carrying out thine eternal purpose. Make us com- 
rades and helpers of men, teachers and friends of little chil- 
dren, guides to the unwary, partners with thee in building 
humanity into a living temple of God ; and in all this bring us 
to feel a close and sacred intimacy with thy Person. Lord, 
deliver us from all loneliness and stagnation. Lead us, if need 
be force us, into active place in the very midst of an awakened 
humanity. Stir our pulse with the prevailing and unconquer- 
able restlessness and ceaseless movement which thy Spirit in- 
spires. Forbid that we shoyld fear changes which are thy 

rocuring. Make us at home in this growing turmoil, which 
is the fruit of Calvary and Pentecost. Cure our craven tim- 
idity, distrust, and indolence. Keep us from shrinking back, 
and merely watching the crowds go by, and seeing great things 
done. Make us eager to bear our full part in the absorbing 
drama of life and redemption. 





1 Published by Revell, at 75 cents. 
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Professor Edward E. Hale, 





OME time ago, after one of the meetings at a city 
mission, I asked the lady who had been playing 
the piano if 1 might not walk home with her, or 

at least go with her through the district in which the 
mission was. It was not an especially tough quarter, 
but the street was full of saloons, and there were 
likely to be drunken men about, and, all in all, I 
thought it better for her to have somebody with her. 
But she said, No, she did not need an escort. I said 
it would be better to have some one with her. She 
said, ‘‘Jesus is with me, you know’’; ‘and I did not 
press the point. 

What she said, however, set me thinking a little. 
It was certainly nothing in itself remarkable, In fact, 
that evening we had been singing, as we often did, 
hymns which said, ‘‘Jesus calls us,’’ ‘‘ Fear not, I 
am with thee,’’ ‘* My Saviour walketh with me’’; and 
there are many other such that people will easily 
think of. But people sing all manner of things in 
hymns that often have very little to do with their real 
ideas. And even if the present presence of Jesus 
Christ be something that one believes in in a general 
way, one does not often use the belief as an active 
factor in determining conduct. In fact, I had read, 
not long before, something on the subject. It was in 
a religious newspaper, and though I have not pre- 
served the extract, the sense was this: People often 
use the expression God is with us, or Jesus is with us, 
but such a use is generally a figure of speech, Now 
it was very clearly not by a figure of speech that my 
friend thought she was to be accompanied past the 
saloons and through the crowds. She was thinking 
of something else. 

Is the presence of Jesus Christ a figure of speech, 
or is it a fact? That is the question that seems to me 
the most important thing that is’ involved in the 
phrase, the Deity of Christ. 


“Do You Believe that Christ is Deity?” 

It is now five years ago that I was converted and 
gave evidence and testimony of conversion at a re- 
vival meeting, or mission, as it was called. Various 
things tended to make this matter interesting to others 
as well as to myself. It was most natural, for one 
thing, that the devoted followers of Jesus as a present 
Saviour should have been glad that another had come 
to an appreciation of what had long meant so much 
to them, and I had many letters which touched me 
deeply from people who wanted to express their feel- 
ing of real congratulation. There were others, how- 
ever, who saw in the event an illustration of the power 
of evangelical Christianity, and of these, naturally 
enough, some wished to know how it had been that 
one who had been well enough satisfied for many 
years with what is often called Liberal Christianity 
should desire to take up what a liberal would call a 
reactionary position. So I had a number of letters 
asking for explanations of my religious belief and for 
an account of the changes in my religious thought. 
These were not matters of especial importance, but 
they were of interest to those people who felt that 
such testimony substantiated in a way, or gave an ad- 
ditional reason for, their religious faith. 

Among these inquiries was one as follows: ‘Do 
you believe that Christ is Deity ?’’ 

Now I must confess that that question was a puzzle 
to me. I had no’real idea as to what it meant. I 
could give a guess, of course, but I had ‘no precise 
idea as to the belief asked about. In all the thought 
and talk, the preaching and praying, of the previous 
weeks this subject, in this form at least, had not 
been mentioned. When I stood up at a mission 
meeting it was in answer to a question that had no 
obvious connection with Christ as Deity. I may add 
that I had gone to an evangelical church for several 
years without hearing the topic discussed from the 
pulpit, at least so far as I could remember. I men- 
tion these matters, not because they are in themselves 
important, but to give the true character of what may 
be said later, and also that any one interested may 
look into his own religious experience and see how 
large a place is actually held by this question, and 
what is its relation to other things, and determine 
what the question actually means to-him, and how 
he stands upon it. It would take far too: long—it 
would be very uninteresting—to explain why I did not 





A few years ago, as is well known, Professor Hale 
abandoned his life-long Unitarian position and made 
public confession of his personal acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. His testimony as 
to the revolutionary changes in belief and life that 
this meant has. been freely given and greatly 
blessed; two earlier messages of this sort he ad- 
dressed to readers of The Sunday School Times. 

As an important part of its collection of world- 
wide testimony to the Deity of Christ, The Sunday 

. School Times asked Professor Hale if he would 
state what his new experience had taught him as to 
this vital present-day question. His answer is made 
in the present paper, and is a singularly lucid, sim- 
ple, and satisfying statement of personal experience 
for the guidance of the everyday man and woman. 

The series of personal testimonies of the world’s 
leading Bible scholars, and other special papers, 
notable among which will be two by Miss Margaret 
Slattery and Dr. John R. Mott, will continue the 
study of the Deity of Christ during the coming year. 








know just what the question meant, why the Deity of 
Christ had not been the main object of my thought at 
the time of my conversion, why the people about me 
did not often think of if and talk of it. People can 
probably appreciate the matter without a careful ex- 
planation, but a reason or two may be given shortly. 
For one thing, the evangelistic activity of that time 
was directed not so much to people who disbelieved 
in the Deity of Christ, as to people who had nothing 
at all to do with Christ and wanted nothing to do 
with him, through indifference or absorption in some- 
thing else, or through a continued habit of doing 
wrong. Doubtless there was talk on the matter with 
those who needed the talk. For myself, I believe that 
I had made up my mind on the subject some time 
before. More important than this, however, was the 
fact that though little was said on the subject it was 
always assumed that Jesus was Lord. Even if one 
did not go into the theology of the matter, it was a 
very present thing, all the same. 

But if I did not consider the subject then, why now ? 
For various reasons, one of which is that it seems clear 
that the question of religious beliet or doctrine is im- 
portant. I did not use to think so, and remember 
well my surprise.on reading Newman’s ‘‘Apologia’”’ 
to find that anybody should attach such inordinate 
importance to matters of dogma. But I have for a 
long time come to think that belief, especially religious 
belief, though often very difficult to formulate, is a great 
necessity. Not to go into the psychological or meta- 
physical question, whether one can have a belief that 
one is not conscious of, there seems no doubt that 
people in general assume practically that our actions 
depend upon our beliefs, and that our religious life 
ought to depend on our religious belief. A man who 
has no beliefs in politics is apt not to do anything in 
politics except for form’s sake. A man who has no 
beliefS in business is apt not to do anything in busi- 
ness. Now, if people are to have religious life they 
must have some religious belief on which to base it. 


Jesus Far More than a Living Teacher 

I found, as I undertook one or*another piece of work 
among the friends with whom I had associated myself, 
one great difference from the religion to which | had 
been used. I had formerly thought of Jesus Christ 
as one who had been a wise teacher and an ideal char- 
acter. I had thought that by appropriating and using 
the wisdom of his teaching people could aim at his 
character and grow to likeness to it. Now I thought of 
Jesus as one who was a still living Teacher, so far as he 
was concerned, but also a good deal more than that ; 
not only Teacher, but Friend, Master, Saviour. That 
was the fundamental belief that was necessary to keep 
the work we were about from becoming absurd. In 
that day I became acquainted with a good many 
forms of religious activity. And in all of them, the 
Student Volunteer Movement, the Northfield Confer- 
ence, the Salvation Army, the City Mission, not to 
mention the service of church and prayer-meeting, I 
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found the main thing was to think of Jesus as a living 
Spiritual power, One couldn't get along without that. 
But this continued life, what does it have to do 
with the Deity of Christ? Do we not believe that 
we all have everlasting life? Are not Confucius, 
Zoroaster, Socrates, still living if not on earth? I re- 
member well how one day I was talking to a great 
historian, then nearing the end of a long and bril- 
liant life, and how surprised I was to hear him say, 
‘‘ Franklin was a great man, and when | meet him, 
as I soon shall—’’ He spoke of meeting Franklin 
in the near future as he might have spoken of meet- 
ing me the next day. He believed in the immortal- 
ity of Franklin and of himself. Most men believe in 
the immortality of themselves, and their dear ones. 
How then is the immortality of Christ different from 
that of anybody else? Certainly, it may be objected, 
one believes that Jesus lives, that he calls you, that 
you can speak to him, that he is with you. That (it 
may be said) has nothing to do with his Deity. 
Perhaps not. I believe, however, that merely that 
belief, —if we all acted always as if it were true, if we 
made all our thoughts and actions accommodate 
themselves to that belief,—just that would make a 
revolution in the religious lives of many people. 


‘Suppose we always acted as though Jesus were with 


us, or might be if we wished, would it not give us 
practically a life that recognized Jesus as divine? 
Jesus would call us to repentance, he would forgive 
our sins, he would promise that we should be with 
him in paradise. All that he could do, or would do, 
if we desired. Who can do this save God alone? 
we may ask with the Pharisees. If Jesus the Galilean 
is with us to-day, even as he was in Galilee, one can 
hardly in a practical way think of a more perfect Im- 
manuel or God in our life. 


Different from the Immortality of Men 

Still there is no doubt that the idea of the Deity of 
Christ may mean much more than this, indeed does 
to many men. What more it means, however, ap- 
pears to me to be rather for the theologian to determine 
than for the ordinary Christian worker. The discus- 
sion of such a question is a difficult matter, involving 
correct use of terms, nice distinctions, accurate reasan- 
ing. If 1 am going to give my personal testimony on 
the subject, it is that I hold to the practical conse- 
quences as I have tried to present them. I cannot 
get on without that, and as I look at Christian work 
everywhere it seems to me that that is the foundation. 
Christ is here and now with us, as he said he would be. 
Make that the dominant factor. Does that affirm of 
Christ only the immortality, the spiritual life, of men, 
—Confucius, Socrates, Shakespeare, our own friends, 
loved ones, teachers? I think not: it does not seem 
so to me. It seems to me that to accept that one belief 
gives to Christ a unique and wonderful place in life. 
To interpret that place involves great difficulties and 
subtleties ot thought that not every one need attempt. 
We must have faith, and want to give a reason for it. 
But to make a consistent whole out of the chaos of 
our ideas and beliefs and impressions is one thing, 
and to act on a living faith is another. For most 
men the real thing is the faith. 

Of course there is that one practical step that any- 
body may take: we can go a step farther and ask 
whether this great spiritual personality, so different 
from the continued immortality of any other man, is 
in any way different from the spiritual personality 
that wecall God. Try to see what is the difference. 
Doubtless we think of God as the Creator and All- 
Powerful Ruler, and in many other such qualities 
which seem to have nothing to do with our idea of 
Christ. Let it be soy I presume that this is what 
the theologians havé'in mind when they make a dif- 
ference between God the Father and God the Son. 
But as a Spiritual Power, knowing, loving, and help- 
ing, it is hard to make a difference. So, at least, it 
lies in my mind. I feel a strength and a happiness 
in the idea of Jesus as Immanuel or God with us,. .. 
That is no sort of a proof, but it is the way things 
now are. I like all those services, all that work which 
recognizes him, calls on him, depends on him as Im- 
manuel. It is different from the Christianity | used 
to have. It seems to me the main thing. 

Unron CoLiLece, SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 
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The Pocket Testament League in the Sunday-School 





How to Inaugurate the Movement 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is convinced 
that the Pocket Testament League is one of the 
best methods of modern times for increasing 

the efficiency of the Sunday-schools of the world. 
The movement is as yet only in its infancy, but it 
has already revealed its practicability and potency, 
both at home and abroad. The plan, involving as it 
does the reading and carrying of God's Word seven 
days in the week, will greatly augment Scripture 
reading on the part of the members of the Sunday- 
schools, and will give a new love for the Word, as it 
is made a pocket companion, The Bible has been 
barred out of most of our public schools, but here is 
the best substitute which has been devised for making 
the Bible a vital factor in the daily life of the young, 
as well as those of more mature years. 

The Pocket Testament League is peculiarly adapted 
to meet the present day needs of the Sunday-school 
movement. The plan was recently explained to the 
1500 or more members of the Moody Church, Chicago, 
at a special Thanksgiving service. One of those who 
took part in the exercises was Mr. W. B. Jacobs. 
State Sunday-school Secretary for Illinois. He was 
so stirred by the simplicity of the method for getting 
God’ s Word into the hearts and pockets of the people 
that he is sending out a statement about the League 
to 5,000 superintendents throughout his state. 

On the opening night of the recent Chapman- 
Alexander campaign in Fort Wayne, Indiana, the 
principles of the League were outlined. One of 
those in the audience was Mr. W. C. Hall, State 
Sunday-school President for Indiana. During the 
meeting and later in talking with Mr. Alexander, 
and through reading, he became so deeply interested 
that he expects to make the movement a prominent 
feature of the next state convention in Indiana. It is 
a far cry from America to Australia, but the League 
has appealed to Sunday-school workers there as well 
as in the United States. In Bendigo, the famous 
gold mining city, the movement was quickly adopted 
into thirty Sunday-schools., 

One of the chief advantages of this Bible-carrying 
movement is its universal adaptability to both sexes, 
and to all ages, classes, conditions and races. One 
6f the surprises for those who enlist new members is 
the readiness with which those who are not Christians 
join the League and faithfully fulfil the conditions, 

It was a distinct providence that the League was 
started by a girl, so that the feminine plea of no 
pockets is overruled at once, The League was re- 
cently being explained in a church in Indiana, when 
a pastor arose and interrupted the speaker, saying : 
‘¢T would like to say a word regarding the value of 
the movement. My daughter heard Mrs. Alexander 
describe the League at the Winona Bible Conference 
two or three years ago. She first joined herself, then 
insisted on her father and mother joining. About 
fifteen of her girl friends also enlisted, and they had 
meetings on Saturday afternoons. I desire to testify 
especially to this fact : My daughter is now nearly six- 
teen years of age. She has been most faithful to her 
pledge, and since she has been a member we have 
not had the slightest trouble about her wanting to 
engage in questionable amusements,” 

It is surprising how very young children grasp the 
principles of the League, and have become perhaps 
the most loyal of all the members. A well-known 
worker among the boys and girls told how his small 
children loved their little Testaments so much that 
they placed them under their pillows at night. In an 
orphanage in a large city Testaments were being given 
to the boys and girls who could read. But the chil- 
dren who could not read wished to join also. The 
problem was solved by the older boys and girls agree- 
ing to read a chapter daily to the small children. 

But the League is as truly for the men’s and 
women’s Bible-class as for the primary and the 
intermediate departments. After the movement was 
explained at the big North Side tabernacle, during 
the recent Chapman-Alexander campaign in Chicago, 
one of the foremost business men of the city, whose 
operations extend to the end of the earth, was seen 
signing his name to one of the membership cards. 
When Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alexander visited a 
great college near Chicago and addressed the stu- 
dents, the League was explained by one of the party. 


It does seem as though there had never before been 
suggested a simpler, saner, more sichly blessed 
method of personal work, open to every man, 
woman, ard child in the Kingdom who wants to do 
something for the Master, than active membership 
in the Pocket Testament League. Have you been 
reading the remarkable stories of the worldwide 
work of this League, as published in The Sunday 
School Times of December 31, January 14 and 21? 
The series will be continued; but no one needs to 
delay immediately entering upon the work individ- 
ually, and the formation of a branch League at 
once in his local Sunday-school. 

Membership cards may be ordered from The Sun- 
day School Times Co. at 25 cents a hundred ; il- 
lustrated Testaments containing the League Pledge, 
cloth bound, 25c., $2.50 a dozen, $20. a hundred. 
In flexible leather, fitting vest pocket or lady’s 
purse, 50c. In ordering, state whether American 
Revision or King James Version is desired. 





After the service the senior professor, who is one of 
the greatest teachers of history in America, said : 
‘*You converted me to joining the League. That 
little Testament will be carried in my pocket until I 
die, save when I am reading it.’" The dean of the 
women's department also became an enthusiastic 
member, and wrote in a letter a few weeks later: «I 
have always read the Bible, but am reading it now in 
a new way from ever before.’’ One of the most en- 
thusiastic advocates of the movement in Chicago is 
Judge McKenzie Cleland, in whose Sunday-school 
there is a flourishing branch of the League. 

There is no charge whatever for. enlisting in the 
League. The membership card reads as follows : 


I hereby accept membership in the Pocket Testament 
League by making it the rule of my life to read at least one 
chapter in the Bible each day, and to carry a Testament or 
Bible with me wherever I go, 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MEMBERS. 
1, Give away Gospels or Testaments to the unsaved to 
win them to Christ, 
2. Pray for other members and for the spread of the 
League in all lands. 


It should be especially noted that the members are 
requested to make it the rule of their lives to read a 
chapter daily and to carry God's Word with them. 
It does not require that one shall never miss a day. 
No one is asked to promise such a thing. It is 
simply a plan to make it the rule, the habit of one’s 
life, to read and carry God's Word as outlined. 

A point that should be made thoroughly clear is 
that the League is not simply a Bible-reading asso- 
ciation, but an aggressive, soul-winning movement. 
The chief aim of the League, when it was originated 
by Mrs, Alexander, was the banding together of the 
high-school girls for personal work. One of the chief 
advantages of the League is that it offers a method of 
soul-winning that any one, no matter how young or 
how timid, may at once undertake. An Illinois pas- 
tor, after visiting the Chapman-Alexander meetings 
in Chicago, and hearing about the League, wrote in a 
letter to one of the party: ‘‘I have about decided 
that it is the most practical thing in the world to get 
a man to give his promise to read the Word, and 
while he is conscientiously carrying out his promise 
the truth is ever sinking deeper into his heart. I 
have been watching for opportunities as never before 
since my trip to Chicago. I have concluded that it 
will be possible for timid people to do personal work 
with that method who have never found it possible to 
talk and reason on the subject of salvation. I com- 
mend the simple, practical, but God-sent idea.’’ 
This is just in line with what an elderly, rather dif- 
fident woman said after hearing of the League: ‘‘I 
have been wanting to work for the Lord for years, 
but haven’t known exactly how to do it. I feel this 
is something I can do for the Master."’ 

In introducing the League into a Sunday-school : 

1. Confer with the superintendent, having prayer 


together that God will guide very plainly about every 
detail in connection with the League and the school. 

2. Call a teachers’-meeting as soon as possible, 
present the matter, and have a League secretary ap- 
pointed for the school. 

3. The secretary should send for League member- 
ship cards and sample League Testaments, and at a 
regular session of the Sunday-school give a talk on 
the League at the close of the lesson. The member- 
ship cards should be distributed and signed, and the 
stubs sent to The Sunday School Times. 

4. Either on that Sunday or on the ensuing one a 
secretary for the League should be appointed in each 
class, who will promote the plan among the members, 
endeavoring to enlist each one in the movement. 

5. Each Sunday a few words should be said about 
the League from the platform, and a call made for 
those who have Bibles or Testaments to hold them up. 

The enlistment of the members of a Sunday-school 
in the daily reading and carrying of God's Word is a 
great achievement, but it is only the first stage of the 
League as an agency for the advancement of God’s 
kingdom. After most or all of the members of the 
class have joined the League, a weekly meeting may 
be held for praise, prayer, talking over the chapters 
read, and reporting on personal work accomplished. 
Such a meeting could be held at a place, day, and 
hour, most convenient to all concerned. In some 
cases a week-night may be best ; in others a Saturday 
afternoon ; in yet others, a Sunday afternoon directly 
following the Sunday-school. In Philadelphia such 
a weekly meeting proved a marvelous spiritual train- 
ing-ground, and developed a corps of wonderful 
workers. In Chicago a class of young men, who 
were members of the League, held their meeting 
directly after Sunday-school, The League and the 
meeting transformed the class. To-day two members 
are at college studying for the ministry ; two others 
are taking a course at the Moody Bible Institute ; and 
others are becoming pillars in the church, 

Where such a weekly meeting is held, it is sug- 
gested that the same chapter in the Bible be read 
each day by each member of the class. This, of 
course, need not be the only chapter read daily. At 
the weekly meeting it is suggested that, in addition to 
whatever explanation of the chapters is given by the 
teacher, each person be asked to state what passages 
have proved most helpful in the daily life during the 
preceding week. 

The meeting should also be one of prayer and 
praise. The following is a suggested outline : 


1. Praise. The singing of ‘* Carry Your Bible,’’ ‘* God’s 
Word in the Ileart,’’ or other gospel hymns, 

2. Prayer. Several brief petitions asking for the 
guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit, as the Word of 
God is studied and expounded. . 

3. The Study of the Word. According to the plans 
outlined above, or in whatever way may be found most 
suitable in each branch,’ 

4. Report. Brief testimonies and experiences in soul- 
winning since the last gathering, with plans for future work. 


If the League is to be made effective in a Sunday- 
school, it must be kept constantly before the mem- 
bers. A regular call for Testaments each Sunday is a 
help. But perhaps the best suggestion, in addition 
to the weekly class-meeting, is one that comes from 
Australia. In that country the plan of holding a 
monthly (or quarterly) rally for the League has been 
found most helpful and successful. A suitable pro- 
gram of bright gospel hymns and brief addresses on 
God’s Word will provide a most enjoyable and help- 
ful evening, and will give all a love for the Old Book 
which is the hope of the individual and of the nation. 


Questions and Answers 


Do members of the Pocket Testament League have to 
carry a special Testament ? 

No. Any sort of Testament or Bible whatsoever may be 
carried by the members of the League. Some special 
editions are issued for the convenience of the members, 
as announced in the black-faced note above. 

Are the members of the League to read only in the New 
Testament ? 

No. A chapter in either the Old or New Testament 
may be read daily. Either a chapter beqring on the Sun- 


day-school lesson, or consecutive reading, will be found 
profitable. 
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LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 26. ELIJAH MEETS AHAB IN NABOTH’S VINEYARD 


1 Kings 21. Commit verses 17, 19 


Golden Text: Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness.—Luke 12: 15 











The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


{The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times} 


Getting Started in Class 


fHICH are worse, those sins that injure only 
ourselves, or those sins that injure others? 
What are some of the sins that injure 
others? What are some of the sins that injure only 
ourselves? Are you sure about that? Do the sins 
that seem to injure only ourselves—self-indulgences 
or selfishness in any form—never injure others? 
What of those sins of which we are constantly tempted 
to ask, ‘‘ Why can’t I do this if it hurts no one but 
myself?” But that is not true of any sin ever com- 
mitted. (Take up any seemingly self-limited sin 
that the class have mentioned, and get them to show 
how inevitably, sooner or later, it works out into the 
injury of some one else.) We can set it down pretty 
positively that : 
Sin is always some form of selfishness : that is, self 
expressing itself in self-will that opposes God’s will. 
Selfishness is never limited to one’s self alone, but 
always reaches and injures others. For I am my 
brother’s keeper ; my sin hurts me ; therefore my sin 
makes me less able to care for his interests, and so 
hurts him. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


An admirable outline and plan for the teaching of 
this lesson, which the class can work out for them- 
selves, is suggested in Miss Lovett’s Ist paragraph ; 
the lesson itself may be opened up well in the class 
by the questions given in her second paragraph. 
But before getting into the narrative with the class, 
give them the striking facts concerning land-owner- 
ship which Mr. Ross makes so plain in his first two 
paragraphs. This was God’s plan for his people, and 
‘an understanding of it seems absolutely essential to 
a correct understanding of the entire incident. It 
‘means — less than that Ahab was’setting him- 
self above God in this matter. 

A journey to Jezreel, and a glimpse of the vineyard 
land as it looks to-day, may be taken, with or without 
the stereograph, by using the *‘ Lesson Scenes.” This 
shows how natural it was that the king and queen 
should have wanted Naboth’s bit of property. 

Auas’s ReEQuest.—But ought Ahab even to have 
asked for it? This raises the question also as to whether 
Naboth’s declination was reasonable or not. Get the 
class to give their opinions. What sort of man was 
Naboth? Mr. Ross’ 3d paragraph suggests. Have 
some one read aloud Numbers 36 : 7, cited by Dr. 
Sanders ; and note his 4th paragraph, on the request 
and the refusal. Further comment on this is given 
by Professor Beecher, on verses 2-4. 

How does a man who is wholly in the right usuall} 
behave when he fails to get what he is after? How 
does a man who is in the wrong behave under such 
circumstances ? What would you say that Ahab’s 
behavior (v. 4) indicated ? 

JezEBEL’s PLot.—Now tell the Jezebel plot to the 
class (vs. 5-15) using Mr. Wells’ ‘‘ forgetting test” 
plan (see his 3d paragraph); and let the class dis- 
cuss the whole affair. Was the accusation against 
Naboth true or false? Careful, now: as Jezebel saw 
it, was there not some truth init? Notice Professor 
Beecher’s point on this (on vs. 11-14), and see what 
the class think of it. Did Jezebel’s pert in this affair 
lessen or increase Ahab’s responsibility and guilt ? 
Mr. Ross’ 6th paragraph suggests an answer. 

The fact was, this was no ordinary case of murder; 
it was a striking at the very foundations of Israel’s 
religion and national life, as Mr. Ross so clearly 
shows (4th and 5th paragraphs); and that was why 
Elijah sternly denounced it. No wonder he looked 
on it as Ahab’s rejecting of his last moral oppor- 
tunity ! 

Gop’s Mressace.—What was Ahab’s first greeting 
to Elijah? Was Elijah his friend or his enemy? 
The prophet is characterized briefly in Dr. Sanders’ 
2d paragraph; the twofold light in which we now see 
him is set forth in Mr. Ross’ last paragraph. When 
does God become a man’s enemy? Mr. Ridgway 
has a strong and comforting word to say on this 
(last paragraph). Why Ahab counted Elijah his 
enemy is shown in Mr. Pierson’s first two para- 
graphs, but that did not alter the fact that the 
prophet was the king’s best friend. -May we never, 
as Mr. Pierson’s 3d and sth paragraphs urge, mis- 
take our best friends as our enemies. Ahab profited 
a little by Elijah’s friendship (vs. 27-29); he might 
have profited so much more! 

A StTupy In SELFISHNEss, —It is a study in selfishness: 
the kind that destroys oneself and injures others. 


Read 1 Kings 20 


1r And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles 
who dwelt in his city, did as Jez’e-bel had sent unto them, 
according as it was written in the letters which she had sent 
unto them. 12 ‘They proclaimed a fast, and set Na’both 'on 
high among the people. 13 And the two men, the base fel- 
lows, came in and sat before him : and the base fellows bare 
witness against him, even against Na’both, in the presence of 
the people, saying, Na’both did *curse God and the king. 
Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him to 
death with stones. 14 Then they sent to Jez’e-bel, saying, 
Na’both is stoned, and is dead. 15 And it came to pass, when 
Jez’e-bel heard that Na’both was stoned, and was dead, that 
Jez’e-bel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard 
of Na’both the Jez’re-el-ite, which he refused to give thee for 
money ; for Na’both is not alive, but dead. 16 And it came 
to pass, when Ahab heard that Na’both was dead, that Ahab 
rose up to go down to the vineyard of Na’both the Jez’re-el-ite, 
to take possession of it. 

17 And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tish’bite, 
saying, 18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who 
dwelleth in Samaria : behold, he is in the vineyard of Na’both, 
whither he is gone down to take possession of it. 19 And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, ‘hus saith Jehovah, Hast thou 
killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto 
him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs 
licked the blood of Na’both shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine. 20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O 
mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee, because 
thou hast sold thyself to do that which is evil in the sight of 
Jehovah. > . 

1 Or, at the head‘of *% Or, renounce 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


oe 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Does the evil of a wrongdoer always return upon him- 
self? (Ridgway, 4; Illustrations, 5, 6.) 

What kind of persons usually witness against a good 
man ? (Ridgway, 2.) 

Verse 1,— Where was Jezreel? (Beecher, 3d paragraph ; 
Lesson Scenes ; Sanders, 4.) 

Verses 2, 3..—Was Ahab’s proposed purchase a reason- 
able one, and Naboth’s declination unreasonable? What 
significance was there in Naboth’s reference to ‘‘ the in- 


heritance of my fathers’? ? (Beecher; Ross, 1-3; Wells, _ 


8; Sanders, 4.) 

Verse 8.—Who were the elders and the nobles? 
(Beecher.) 

Verse 15.—Would the property of one thus criminally 
executed belong by right to the crown ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 20.—Why did Ahab call Elijah his enemy? 
(Beecher ; Pierson, 1, 2.) 

Verse 27.—What was sackcloth ? (Beecher.) 

Verse 29.—How can we explain the justice of the decree 
that the evil prophesied against Ahab should be brought to 
pass in his son’s days instead of in his own reign ? (Beecher). 








And there is no other kind of selfishness; it always 
injures others, and it always destroys self, if it is al- 
lowed to run its course. Covetousness isthe particu- 
lar form of selfishness that worked the havoc of this 
lesson. Some people to-day make it a regular prac- 
tise to want what others have and to sulk because 
they can’t get it. It is a joy-killing, maiming, life- 
destroying thing to do; but it is a popular practise. 
Several pointed illustrations of the blight of covet- 
ousness are given in the Round-Table (first 4 para- 
graphs), showing how it destroys this life and the 
higher life, and robs ourselves. A simple diagram 
of the injury and distrust of covetousness, and two 
fine cures for covetousness, are given in Miss Lovett’s 
5th and 6th paragraphs. 

Would you do what Ahabdid, toaneighbor? ‘Of 
course not,” you say; and you recoil in horror from 
the suggestion. But your every act of selfishness 
injures your neighbor. Every act of selfishness, un- 
checked, leads into worse than we ever set out to do. 
You and I are perfectly capable, if we live a life of 
continued selfishness, of sinking so low that some 
day, upon finding that a neighbor's interests stood 
directly across the path of our desires, we could tram- 
ple upon his rights and his life as brutally as Jezebel 
did. That is what se/f can do forus. Thatis the way 
in which every smallest act of selfishness tends. 

What safety, then, have we against the peril of 
self? Only one. The death of self, and the replac- 
ing of that dead self by the life that is Christ. Self- 
crucifixion: life in Christ: and Ahab’s story need 
never be repeated. 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—On the natural assumption that the cha))- 
ters are in chronological order, the lesson be- 
longs within the two years (1 Kings 22: 1-2) 

between the events of chapter 20 and those of chap- 
ter 22—say the twentieth year of Ahab, the fifth year 
of Shalmanezer II of Assyria, 906 B.C. or 855. 

Persons.—The characters of Jezebel and Ahab 
stand out with especial distinctness in this lesson. 
mergers like most religious persecutors, is not a bigot, 

ut selfish, unscrupulous, with no regard for fair 
play, herself without convictions, and disliking people 
who have convictions. Ahabisa typicalcharacter, a 
vacillating great man. He has large ability, but he 
tries to balance between good and evil. ehasa 
regard for law, and will not override Naboth’s claim ; 
but he accepts the eevaetoas wickedly procured for 
him. He does right when Elijah is around to prod 
him, and in the same conditions he repents of wrong- 
doing; but when he comes under the influence of 
Jezebel’s charm and Jezebel’s sarcasm, all his good 
determinations lose their vigor. 

Place.—Jezreel, in the heart of the rich plain of Es- 
draelon. As a residence Ahab and his sons seem to 
have preferred it even to Samaria, the capital which 
his father had founded. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses 2-4.—Give me thy vineyard: On the face 
of it the king’s offer seems to have been fair; but if 
Naboth preferred not to accept it, that is no reason 
why he should be counted as either unreasonable or 
unneighborly.—/ehovah forbid ... the inheritance 
of my fathers: The suggestion is that Naboth re- 
garded it as illegal permanently to alienate the land 
he had inherited (for example Lev. 25: 23; Num. 36: 
7).—Heavy and nee : As much because re- 
minded that in Israel the law was superior to the king 
as because he had failed to obtain the vineyard. 

Verse 8.—£/ders ;: The representative men of the 
old families of the city.—Nod/es: Other influential 
men. Doubtless she picked her list, writing only to 
those who she knew would be subservient. 

Verses 11-14.—Did... according asitwas written 
in the letters: And did it in a hurry, so as not to 

ive other elders and nobles a chance to interfere. 

here were certain forms of a trial, but it was prac- 
tically a mob murder.—Nadboth hath blessed God and 
king : So it is literally; the idea is that he has said 
good bye to them, has renounced them. See margin 
of revised versions. Had he not denied the wishes 
of the king? Had he not cited the laws of another 
God than baal, whom the state declared to be God ? 
And were not these acts a renouncing of both God 
and king? And would not such conduct hinder the 
booming of real estate in Jezreel ? 

Verse 15.—Zake possession: Jezebel assumes that 
the estate of a person who has suffered capital pun- 
ishment is forfeited to the crown. 

Verses 20-22.—-O mine enemy: Ahab knew that 
Elijah was his best human friend; but they were 
enemies whenever Ahab deliberately put himself on 
the wrong side.—Has# sold thyself : Compare verses 
25-26. There were three aggravations, among others, 
of Ahab’s wickedness. First, he had ability and 
moral perception and prophetic guidance such that he 
might have done great and good things. Second, he 
had opportunity; he might have turned Omri’s policy 
into a direction that would have made his reign a 
blessing to both Israel and Judah. Third, like other 
such men who go wrong, he went further wrong than 
his predecessors ; instead of merely practising a wrong 
worship of Jehovah he forsook Jehovah for Baal, fol- 
lowing a religion that was as cruel and immoral as it 
was magnificent, and persecuting those who would 
not apostatize with him. 

Verses 19, 23-24: These details are horrible, but 
they are simply specifications under the one dreadful 
fact that *‘ war is hell.” It does not make the case 
any worse tothink that the just God in some instances 
uses such horrors retributively. 

Verses 27-28.—Sacheloth upon his flesh: A coarse 
fabric, uncomfortable to the skin, significant as a 
symbol of mental pain, sorrow, penitence. Ahab had 
enough manhood left so that he was really repentant. 
—Not...in his days, but in his son’s day: Ahab's 
children and grandchildren suffered in consequence of 
his sins, That was a part of the God-ordained laws 
of nature. It does not follow that any of them were- 
divinely punished except for their own wrongdoing. 
Ahab’s penalty was not transferred to his descen- 
dants; it was in part remitted, and that lightened the 
evil consequences for them as well as for him. 

Ausurn, N. Y. 
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“The Land is Mine” 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


O UNDERSTAND this story, it is first of all 
necessary to recall the place of the land in the 
divine discipline of Israel. It was the divine 

intention, so the Bible explains the history of Israel, 
that the chosen people should illustrate the life of 
corporate loyal Stollense to the God of righteousness 
in a /and that was his gift and the instrument of 
their moral education, he people were never to 
consider their country as theirs by right of conquest; 
it was the gift of the unmerited kindness of Jehovah 
(Josh. 24:13). ‘Thus the ideas of grace,—of God’s 
undeserved ness,—and of dependence on that 
grace were inthrust into the foundations of the na- 
tional self-consciousness of the people whom God 
meant to make the evangelists of his grace to the 
world. The land, then, was God’s; the people and 
their rulers were its stewards, not its owners. They 
were God's tenants and trustees. Hence, land in 
Israel was not to be sold in perpetuity (Lev. 25: 23): 
‘* for the land is mine,” said God: ‘‘ ye are strangers 
and sojourners with me.” 

This conception and practise of land-tenure un- 
doubtedly preserved Israel in the earlier days from 
many economic evils, and fostered the growth of a 
class of yeoman farmers, ‘‘cleaving every one to the 
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers’’ (Num. 36: 7), 
whose independence of spirit was a real moral asset 
to the nation as a whole. Samuel had warned the 
people, when they sought a king, that the establish- 
ment of a royal court would be a menace to this peas- 
ant proprietorship, and so a danger to the moral wel- 
fare of the people: and so it proved. The incident 
of the theft of Naboth's vineyard is only a particularly 
shameless and brutal instance of a temper which had 
characterized the monarchy already, and from which 
it is doubtful if any monarchy is wholly free. 

Now during his so critical and fateful residence on 
Sinai, Elijah, reviewing the situation in Israel in the 
light of the truths sofreshly impressed on him, turned 
his thought to this farmer class and their sturdy in- 
dependence; and his choice of Elisha from just this 
class shows his high estimate of their place in the 
nation’s life. We must picture him with his younger 
friend going about after the great days of crisis, dis- 
covering and caring for the ‘‘seven thousand” who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal, confirming their 
faith, and providing (through the colleges of the 

rophets gathered at the sites of the ancient shrines) 

or the continuous instruction of the people in the law 
of Jehovah. Now Naboth of Jezreel was one of the 
‘*seven thousand.” Though his little estate lay 
‘‘ hard by the palace of the king,” he seems to have 
been unawed by the pagan splendors of the court, 
and retained the true Tabovaks-wordhiper’s independ- 
ence and appreciation of his position as a steward of 
his inheritance. We cannot suppose that such stur- 
diness was very common in Israel; the inertness, 
‘* fecklessness,” and corrupt servility of the-masses of 
ye are pitifully evident in the narrative. 

hen, then, a man like Naboth, with the grit and 
will to maintain his independence, was foully mur- 
dered at the instigation of the court, his family ex- 
tirpated and his land confiscated, it was inevitable 
that Elijah should resent this cynical flouting of the 
people's rights,—and not only of their civil rights, but 
of the religion that gave these rights their birth. 

The religion of Jehovah was, it is true, once more 
nominally in the ascendant: so much Carmel had 
wrought, Yet here, in the dispossession of Naboth, 
was open violation of one of its fundamental princi- 
ples—the sacrecness of the land and its divine own- 
ership. Elijah felt that the king who could be guilty 
of this treachery, after all that had come and gone, 
had forfeited his last moral opportunity; and the 
prophet going forth in wrath confronts the king at 
the very moment of the consummation of the crime, 
and pronounces a doom so terrible that the king col- 
lapses in abject terror,—which thing a hot-headed 
officer in the royal guard, Jehu by name, does not fail 
grimly to note. 

‘That in this ghastly murder of Naboth Ahab was 
rather the passive profiter by his wife’s unscrupulous 
cruelty than an active participant in the crime, so far 
from relieving him of responsibility, only emphasizes 
his total unfitness for the place he held. Ahabis the 
figure of that meanness which is the form sin assumes 
in many natures that are weak. 

Jezebel was by nature stronger than he; her crimes 
are cool and astute in design (note especially the form 
of the accusation of disloyalty which she dictates to 
the servile magnates of Jezreel), and she is dauntless 
and determined. But sin, whether it be mean and 
flabby or grim and truculent, has but one root—enmity 
against God—and deserves the one doom. 

From the pitiful, petulant, cringing king one turns 
with relief again to contemplate the grand figure of 
the fearless prophet, who, among the other truths he 
had learned and taught, saw and held so firmly that 
the worship of Jehovah means national righteousness 
and justice between man and man. 

Elijah was not only guarding the Messianic throne 
when he protested against Ahab’s misuse of his kingly 
position; he was laying strong foundations for the 
truth of the essential divinity of communal justice, 
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on which in the years that followed men like Amos, 
Hosea, and Isaiah were not slow to build. Our last 
lesson showed us Elijah the mystic; this, Elijah the 
enthusiast for social justice. These two—the mys- 
tical and the ethical—are the two notes of true reli- 
gion, sounding in harmony when religion is pure 
(Jer. 22: 16). 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


HE... sent the letters unto the elders and to 
the nobles that were in his city (v. 8). Jeze- 
bel’s plan was to hide her own hand in the per- 

secution of Naboth, and to make his accusation and 
trial seem a spontaneous movement om the part of 
the community to which he belonged, without rela- 
tion to the royal power at all. Bribery and the 
hiring of false witnesses still disgrace the adminis- 
tration of law in the East. 

Two men, sons of Belial (v.10, Auth. Ver.). This 
is a good instance of Oriental word-coining which 
has been made plain by the Revision (‘* base fel- 
lows”). The word ‘ Belial” is compounded of two 
simple Hebrew words which signify ** not useful,” or 
‘*not eminent,” or *‘ worthless,” and such phrases as 
‘*sons of Belial” just mean worthless persons, and 
should not be looked upon as proper names. The 
sons of worthlessness (belial) abound in all Oriental 
cities. They are the lazy, the desperate, the worth- 
less, and they are always ready, for a small fee, to 
swear away life and property, or to murder their em- 
ar enemy in the dark. 

hou didst curse God and the king (vy. 10). Here 

the good breeding of Jezebel appears ; for, although 
she was plotting murder, she was too polite to use the 
ugly word for ‘‘curse.” This was Jezebel’s well-bred 
style! In the imprecation with which she sought to 
frighten Elijah (1 Kings 19: 2), she was much too 
polite to sully her painted lips by putting into words 
what she expected the gods todotoher. The He- 
brew word darak, which is used here for ‘* curse,” is 
the common word for ‘‘ bless,” and is so used in hun- 
dreds of places throughout the Bible; but Jezebel in 
this place, and Satan in the Book of Job (Job 1: 11), 
employ exactly the same word (darak) to signify 
‘*curse.” The very same word is still the current 
verb in Arabic to bless, but I have heard it used in 
the opposite sense by Arabs to express the malignant 
thoughts in their hearts. The Arab’s features show 
clearly the meaning he attaches to the word, just as 
the context makes clear Jezebel’s meaning. 


My Enemy, the Prophet 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HAB was having a hard time as king of Israel. 
He was denied religious liberty ; a three years’ 
drought and famine impoverished his land and 


* starved his people ; hundreds of his religious leaders 


were killed; many centers of worship were destroyed ; 
because he showed mercy to an enemy, Benhadad, 
he was denounced and threatened; a subject, Naboth, 
defied him and refused to sell a piece of land; and 
when the king took the vineyard, asserting his kingly 
authority, still worse threats of disaster were made 
against him and his wife. All these evils were 
brought upon Ahab according to the word of one 
man. Was it any wonder that Ahab said to Elijab, 
‘*Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?” 

What was the real cause of the disasters that fol- 
lowed each other fast in overwhelming Ahab? He 
had forsaken God and was going his own way re- 

ardless of the fact that it led to ruin and death. 

very exhortation to better things he counted a criti- 
cism of his policy and a rebellion against his kingly 
authority. Every ee he took as an unfriendly 
threat of one who wished him harm. 

How often young men and young women to-day 
count as unfriendly interference the earnest exhorta- 
tions of God's spokesmen, urging them to give up sel- 
fish ambitions and pleasures in order that they may 
devote their lives to missionary work. Men with money 
too often count those troublesome beggars who urge 
large gifts to the work of God. Brewers, distillers, 
ome | dealers in strong drink, gamblers and panderers 
to vice, look on those who would interfere with their 
business as enemies. 

In mission fields the heathen kings bent on evil 
deeds, priests who lead the people astray, makers of 
idols and shrines, opium growers, religious fakirs, for- 
eigners with evil habits, and governments like Leo- 
pold’s, bent on defrauding and enslaving the weak, 
these all complain against the interference and de- 
nunciations of the Christian missionary—the prophet 
of God who would save them and their neighbors from 
ruin and would make their lives happy and fruitful. 

When shall we learn wisdom enough to look on 
those who point out God’s way and warn us against 
evil deeds as our best friends; when shall we see in our 
selfish and shortsighted acts and ambitions our worst 
enemy? Those who speak for God need not fear the 
face of man, for kings tremble before him who speaks 
the message of the Tfost High God. 

Brooxk.yn, N., Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Cattle.— 7he e/ders and the nobles... did as 
Jezebel had sent unto them (v.11). Like king like 
‘*quality.” When princes are vile the down grade 
is steep. Barnyard religion slides down (Hos. 4: 
16; 8: 5; Jer.3 : 6; Amos 8:14). Neither buy nor 
sell S$ or service to the concern with a wicked 
‘*king.” Little maiden at the typewriter, I am think- 
ing of wicked Israel and of thee ! The “elders” and 
‘nobles ” are tinctured by the ‘‘ king,” and the temp- 
tation ‘‘to sand the sugar,” ‘‘ shoddy the shelves,” 
and ‘jockey the weights” lives in that kingdom. 
When the ‘‘king” is a liar so are the ‘‘ elders” and 
‘*nobles.” It looked like ee in Israel. Syria 
had just been defeated. It looks like prosperity sell- 
ing cheap trash for good goods—but it isn’t. A barn- 
yard court and a barnyard people mean ruin every 
time in Israel then and in Pennsylvania now. No 
trouble to get deviltry done. The wonderful power 
of a gifted, wicked woman. She finished Elijah and 
owned these elders. Had Elijah faced her and won 
pes and got her on our side, what a different story to 


Mr. B. Lieall.— Zhe men of Belial witnessed 
against him (v. 13, Auth. Ver.) Women are smart. 
She knew she had only to set a Naboth up to bring 
the Belialites to knock him down.. They always 
come without calling and pay their own carfare. 
The Belialites are busy in every town. They were 
about in Jesus’ time and Paul's time (Luke 23: 2; 
Acts 21 : 28). Are you a Belialite? As I write, a 
sensitive minister has just been done to death in a 
nearby town by the B. Liealls of that vicinity. Down 
at the works the other day Joe Holcomb was pro- 
moted from the labor gang to yard boss, and the 
men of Belial immediately began to work overtime. 
Mr. Heinz, the ‘‘ 57 varieties” man, is at the head of 
Pennsylvania Sunday-schools, ‘‘ Bah! he only does - 
it to advertise his pickles.” John Wanamaker has 
one of the biggest Sunday-schools in the land. 
‘*Sure! he is growing customers. for his store.” 
Ridgway goes down to The Neck Saturday nights to 
help the colored folks. ‘‘ Don’t I know him ! he’s 
coming out for school director.” The Belialite is 
busy, so busy that good men dread the little lift up 
of a eres office, and so civic corruption threat- 
= Ry life of a great nation, Is your name B. 

ieall ? 7 


The Sneer.— Arise, take possession of the vine- 
yard of Naboth (v. 15),. That’s the kind of a wife 
to have! A fine farm. for nothing. ‘‘ Here, take 
what you have been crying for.” That is the Devil's 
way. But God lets his children cry on and cry it 
out—and saves them from the dog lick. The bad 
wife who can dry tears is a double curse. A Naboth 
vineyard is a lonely place to live—and dangerous. 
No joy or satisfaction in ill-gotten property (Jer. 17: 
11; Prov. 10: 2), No fun in cash ae omen The 
hard dealer is hated. Behold the fine mansion with 
its furnishings and all the neighbors whispering 
things. And Elijah liable to come along any day. 
Every community has an unhappy Ahab or two. 


The Bill.—/n the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Nabothv. 19). Things come back. Rent, 
interest, and taxes always have to be paid by those 
who move into Naboth’s vineyard. nd in blood. 
God has made the world on the come-back plan (Gal. 
6:7; Rom. 2:6). You plant corn and you get corn. 
B. C. Mitchell the other day got 1,100 grains from the 
one little grain he planted. Note this is Heaven's 
sentence and not Elijah’s. The wicked don’t go scot 
free even in this world. Christ came to head off 
dogs and shut them out (Rev. 22:15). A fellow’s 
wickedness apt to come back and catch him in the 
same place. Are Reeder’s children using him badly? 
Reeder treated -his own father like adog. When a 
man could not get liquor in Coatesville he went down 
to Joyville and drank himself blind. Harry Lane, 
the hotelkeeper, has just buried his son Frank, dead 
in delirium tremens. There is only one way to escape 
the doglicks of a sinful life. ou must die (Rom. 
6:2,3. And be again born (John 3: 3). 


In Hell.— Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?... 
I have found thee (v. 20). Elijah gets a bit of his 
old job back. The commission now is the hardest 
yet. Into the lion’s den while the lion is gloating 
over his prey. The old Elijah with his nerve all 
back never hesitates. The old Samson with his hair 
all grown again. Oh, the goodness of the Father 
who always gives us another chance. If Mount 
Carmel took a man of iron to seeit through, Naboth’s 
vineyard took a man of nickel steel. Was Elijah 
Ahab’s enemy or friend? When you sell yourself to 
do evil, God finds you—to punish? A thousand 
times No—but to save. you (Ezek. 18 : 32). God 
wanted to save Ahab—and you. When Ahab re- 
pented just the least little bit God pardoned a whole 
lot. I think this is the most wonderful thing about 
God. He is never any man’s enemy, not even the 
wicked man's. The wicked man goes to hellin spite 


of God—and that will be the most ‘hellish thing in 
hell for him when he gets there (Luke 16 : 23, 27, 28). 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 26 (: Kings a1) 


Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


“The pupils are always eager to see 
them,” writes an Ohio druggist, of the 
Underwood pictures ; “I find them avery 
great help in locating the geography of 
the lesson.” 


A WORD FROM THE EDITOR. —These studies 
apply the Underwood Travel System to the 
lessons of to1r. A _ patent map con- 
nected with this system is reproduced here- 
with, If, at the opening of the lesson, the 
teacher will, by the use of the map and de- 
scription, or better, of the map and the stereo- 
graph (a beautiful photographic view of Pales- 
Stine, for use in the stereoscope), get clearly in 
the minds of the pupils the setting of the lesson’s 
events in Palestine, it will help, as no other 
method can, to give a sense of reality to those 
events and a lasting impression of them. Forty- 
five different places will be visited during 1911; 
the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if or- 
dered at one time a.cloth-bound, gold-lettered 
case will be given free. The First Quarter’s 
lessons will call for thirteen stereographs, cost 
$2.17. The February lessons by themselves call 
fer four stereographs, cost 67 cents. Thirteen 
places visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911, so 
persons already owning the 1910 material need 
order only thirty-two new stereographs this 

ear, or only eight for the first quarter. Less than 
ur stereographs in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscope, 85 cents. Express or postage is 
aid. Orders should be sent to ‘The Sunday 
hool ‘Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


IND on our map the number 9 marking 
the point of a V about twenty miles north- 
east of Samaria, the royal capital. Jf you 

stand at the point of that V and look nearly 
northward over the space included between 


























Map Patent No. 65) 
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the diverging lines, you have spread out before 
you the very ground of which the royal pair 
were so covetous that they paid for it with a 
complicated bundle of crimes. You find 
yourself standing on a rocky hillside, gazing 
off over a broad expanse of open fields and 
pastures to a long, low hill perhaps three 
miles away, which ends the outlook. The 
nearer fields have been irrigated by some 
farmer ; you can see plainly the long, straight 
lines of ditches, dug to let water run through ; 
as Palestine goes, this is unusually good soil 
and worth some extratrouble. So Ahab and 
Jezebel thought, hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds of years ago, when they had a 
country-house up on this same rocky hill. 
They must have seen that distant ridge (the 
Hill of Moreh or little Hermon) just as you 
see it now, though the valley ground between 
here and the ridge of Moreh was probably 
better cultivated then. The royal household 
up here on the hill of Jezreel in summer time 
no doubt included hundreds of people, ac- 
cording to Oriental custom—courtiers, priests, 
servants and their families—probably there 
were many guests and much feasting. The 
seashore country of Tyre and Sidon, where 
Jezebel had grown up as the daughter of a 
rich pagan ruler, is only fifty to sixty miles 
away ahead and off at your left. Very likely 
social intercourse was kept up with friends 
or allies from the seaboard towns. Samaria, 
as we have already been reminded, is twenty 
miles away behind you. People must often 
have been coming over here from Samaria to 
see the king on business. It was perfectly 
natural that the royal rulers should propose 
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buying extra ground down there in the val- 
ley to increase their estate by a fine vegetable 
garden. The unnatural thing was their rid- 
ing rough-shod over every principle of honor 
and of humanity in order to get what they 
wanted. 

You can see the ground by using a stereo- 

entitled ‘* Gideon’s battlefield and the 
Hill of Moreh, north from Jezreel.’’ 

Next week we shall see the place where 
Elijah and Elisha spent part of their last day 
together, and the scene of Elijah’s farewell 
to earthly life. 


% 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 


ary: the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 


-— Take heed, 
and keep yourselves from all covetousness 
(Golden Text). A missionary was some time 
ago addressing a large congregation. He 
noticed a boy intently listening, who seemed 
greatly interested. ‘The earnest face of the 
little fellow led the missionary to say that 
even children might preach the gospel in 
foreign lands by their prayers and their gifts. 
At the close of the address the boy pressed his 
way to the platform, and, with eager face, took 
the hand of the missionary. ‘‘ Do you want 
to give something to the cause ?’’ asked the 
missionary. ‘‘ No, sir,’’ replied the boy. 
**] was just wondering if you had any for- 
eign stamps to give away.’’ Some Christians 
come to church, and do almost anything, 
just for what they can get out of the church, 
rather than for what they can give to it, and 
thus they remain famished and lean, for in 
the spiritual life we feed better upon what we 
give than upon what we receive.—/umiata 
Rokhrback, Washington, D. C. From the 
Epworth Herald. 


Helping the Robbers.— Zate heed, and 
keep yourselves from all covetousness (Golden 
Text). J. Campbell White, in ‘*‘The Men’s 
Record,’’ tells the following about how a 
farmer helped to steal his own hogs : ‘‘ The 
thieves drove the hogs into the road, in front 
of the farmer’s house in the middle of the 
night, then they roused him out of bed and 
told him they were in trouble. Their story 
was that while taking a load of hogs to 
market the end gate came out of the wagon 
and the hogs got out, and they needed his 
help in catching them. The farmer hastily 


, dressed and for an hour worked like a 


beaver to catch and load up his own swine, 
not discovering till the next morning the 
fool the thieves made of him. Many 
church- members are helping the Devil 
rob them without realizing it. No man can 
rob God without robbing himself infinitely 
more.’’— The Rev. James A. Cosby, Taren- 
tum, Pa. 


A Successful Run ?— 7ake heed, and keep 
yourselves from all covetousness (Golden 
Text). Pakhom, says Tolstoi, had received 
permission to possess as much land as he can 
walk around from sunrise to sunset. At the 
moment of sunrise he is ready to start. He 
starts leisurely. It occurs to him that by 
quickening his pace he can possess more. 
At once he does so. By a faster pace he can 
take in much beautiful country. Still faster 
he runs. The fever burns in his veins. One 
word is with him, more, more, more. The 
sun is hasting to its setting. With tremen- 
dous energy he forces his body to the last 
possible exertion, and, as the sun sinks be- 
hind the horizon, he reaches his goal—to 
drop dead. Pakhom’s men took the hoe, 
dug a grave for him, made it just long enough 
from head to foot; and buried him. We see 
the whole tragedy of the age in this ceaseless 
pursuit of more.— William D. Marsh, D.D., 
Little Fails, N.Y. From “* Prophets of the 
Nineteenth Century.’? The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


Giving Others What We Wish.— 7a%e 
heed, and keep yourselves from all covetous- 
ness (Golden Text). A very rich merchant 
who had an only son made his will, by which 
he gave all his wealth, which amounted to 
three hundred thousand francs, to certain 
menks, leaving them to give to his son such 





sum as they wished. The merchant died ; 
the monks took all to themselves without 
wishing to give anything to the heir. ‘The 
latter complained to the viceroy, who, having 
seen the will, asked the monks what they 
offered to the son. ** Ten thousand francs,’’ 
they replied. ‘* You wish, then, to have all 
the rest?’’ ** Yes, my lord, we demand the 
execution of the will.’’? ‘* That is just,’ said 
the viceroy, ‘* but you do not understand it 
properly. It is said that the son shall have 
that which you wish. You grant ten to the 
heir; it is two hundred and ninety thousand 
francs that you want. Ah, well! following 
the clause of the will, this sum is set apart 
for the son. Lorder you to give it to him; 
the ten thousand francs remaining are there- 
fore yours,’’ ‘They were obliged to submit. 
—C. F. Clark, Kerwood, Ont. From 
** Traits of Character,” by H. F. Kletsing. 


Not Two Selves.— Zhou hast sold thyself. 
... will bring evil upon thee (vs. 20, 21), 
We cannot live a double life, with two stand- 
ards of right and wrong, with two theories of 
integrity and morality, without suffering for 
our duplicity. When Talleyrand, the ecciesi- 
astic and statesman of France, was remon- 
strated with for profane swearing, he replied, 
**It is not as an ecclesiastic, but as a states- 
man, that I swear.’’ The answer he re-‘ 
ceived was, ‘‘ And when the statesman goes 
to hell, what will become of the ecclesiastic ?’’ 
—W. Hetherington, Plumstead, England. 
From Canon Wilberforce. f 


Not Settled Yet.—/n Ais son’s day will 
I bring the evil upon his house (v. 29). A 
farmer once wrote to an editor: ‘* Dear Sir; 
I have been trying an experiment, I havea 
field of corn which I plowed on Sunday. I 
planted it on Sunday. I cultivated it on 
Sunday. I cut it and hauled it to the barn 
on Sunday. And I find that I have more 
corn to the acre than has been gathered by 
any of my neighbors this October.’’ The 
farmer sent his letter, sure that the editor 
could have no answer to the sneer implied in 
it. But imagine his feelings when, in the 
next issue of the paper, he read his own 
letter.in print, and at the end of it this one 
sentence : ‘*God does. not make full settle- 
ment in October.—/Juniata Rohrback, Wash- 
ington, D. C. From The Expositor. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 


we pray thy forgiveness for any hardness of 
heart that has made us unfair to others. We 
would be less eager for gain and more eager for 
opportunities to give. Forgive our covetous- 
ness, our greed, our omens of others who have 
more possessions than we have, and help us to 
rejoice in others’ prosperity, in others’ material 
blessings. Guard us, we beseech thee, against 
the least hint of evil desires in our heart of 
hearts. May we be quick to see and to scorn 
such desires in ourselves, .and to lead others to 
hate covetousness. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—It might have been a 
house, or an automobile, or a team of fine 
horses, instead of a vineyard, if Ahab had 
lived in our town. The same spirit that 
whispers to us the evil promptings to get 
somehow the treasure of some one else was 
busy with Ahab. You and I think Ahab 
was about as wicked as a man could very 
well manage to be. But when you and I 
get perfectly green with envy over what 
some one else has, we are walking along the 
very slippery way where Ahab fell. And 
envy is a fall in itself. Just because we 
haven’t the power to get what we covet, we 
take comfort in the thought that we have es- 
caped sin in that respect. But that thought 
gives us no real basis for any such comfort. 
Envy, covetousness, are sin in themselves. 
And if we want to do a little wholesome re- 
buking of that spirit, it isn’t an Ahab that 
we need to hunt up, but rather the shadow 
and reality of that sin in our own hearts, 
What is the Golden Text? 





KEEP FROM 
ALL 
COVETOUSNESS 











Yes, a// covetousness, not merely the bad 
ending of the sin in wrong against another, 
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around it, May it never grip us in that 


death-grasp ! 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** I'm not ashamed to own my God." 
**O for a faith that will not shrink."’ 
* There is an eye that never sleeps."’ 
‘* God moves in a mysterious way.”’ 
‘* Thy way, not mine, O Lord.’’ 
**Guide me, O thou great Jehovah."’ 
‘** Who trusts in God, a strong abode,"’ 
“A charge to keep I have."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 82 : 1-6 (167 : 1-3). 
Psalm s2 : 1-5 — : “st 
Psalm 49 : 1-5 (103 : 1-4). 
Psalm 72 : 1-7 (144: 1, 2, 5, 6). 
Psalm 37 : 28-31 te : 1-4). 
*% 


Lesson Home-Readings 


(Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee). 


M.—1 Kings 2t : 1-16. . . The Coveting of a 


Weak King. 

T.—1 Kings 21: 17-29 ©. The King Arraigned 
by Elijah. 

W.—2 Kin ¥ : 21-37. . . Elijah’s Prophecy 
Fulfilled. 

T.—Josh. 7 : 10-26. . The Coveting of Achan. 

F.—1 Sam. 2: 11-25 . . ‘The Coveting of*Eli's 
Sons. 


S.— 2 Kings § : 1-27 . The Coveting of Gehazi. 
S.—1 Tim. 6: 1-19 . The Sin of Covetousness, 








Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Last PART OF THE GENERAL THEME.— 
Wrengaoine displeases God and brings 
unishment, (Ahab wrongfully takes Na- 

th’s vineyard, so God sends Elijah to tell 
what his punishment will be.) 


BEFORE THE Lesson.—You have heard 
stories in school the past week about a very 
brave man who was not afraid to do hard 
things. (Help the children to recall two or 
three incidents from Washington’s life.) 


N Sunday-school we have learned about a 
brave man who twice carried hard mes- 
sages to a rich and wicked king. ‘The 

first message was this: ‘‘As the Lord God 
of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years but 
according to my word.’’ Who was that 
man? Who was the king? Did the mes- 
sage come true? 

After more than three years Elijah sud- 
denly appeared with the second message : 
‘* Thus saith the Lord, I will send rain upon 
the earth.’’ Did that message come true ? 
What became of Elijah after that ? 

He surely needed rest and a friend, What 
new friend and helper did God give to be 
Elijah’s companion? Did you write their 
names at home, and can you tel] them apart? 
(They sound much alike.) While these two 
friends helped each other, would you like to 
know what King Ahab was doing? 

He had been fighting with oiher kings 
and won the victory. Much silver was paid 
to him, so he wasrich. He had two palaces 
in different cities, and sometimes moved 
from one to the other. 

Lesson Story.— (The sand-table may indi- 
cate the location of Naboth’s vineyard near 
Ahab’s palace.) King Ahab was rich, but 
he wasn’t satisfied. From his window he 
could see a beautiful vineyard, next to the 
palace gardens, and he wanted it. (Cover 
the picture, except the window and the gar- 
den.) The vineyard had been given as a 
keepsake to a good man named Naboth. 
Because Naboth took such splendid care of 
his vineyard, the king wanted it, and because 
it was so near. 

One day King Ahab said to Naboth, 
‘*Give me your vineyard to be my garden, 
near my home. I’ll give you a better vine- 
yard for it, or pay you money.’’ Naboth 
answered, ‘‘God forbid that .f should give 
you the land, which is a keepsake or inheri- 
tance of my fathers.’’ Ahab had a right to 
ask Naboth to sell his vineyard, but Naboth 
had a right to keep it, if he thought best. 

What do you think King Ahab did? 





but from all the least beginnings of it. It is 
a terrible, choking weed that kills life all 


( Continued on next page) 
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does a great deal more than listen 
to the teacher. 

When the new spirit of real 
Bible study has struck in beneath 
the surface, the teacher learns about 
as much from the class as the class 
learns from him—and sometimes 
more. 

Things are beginning to move 
in any class where the teacher has 
to run to keep up. 
the teacher and good for the class. 
And as the Bible is taken down 
from the shelf and laid right along- 
side the everyday work, with all 
the big and littie problems that 
grown folks have, men and women 


It is good for | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Better Kind 
of Bible Class 


brief editorials and the longer ones 
on the first page go deep into the 
heart of life-problems for every one, 
whether teacher or student. The 
Notes on Open Letters take up all 
sorts of questions on Bible mean- 
ings, and on one’s daily duty in 
thought and service. 

And there are the side-lights,— 
perhaps more aptly called search- 
lights, — authoritative articles on 
many phases of the Bible material 
from. the foremost and soundest 
scholarship oftwo continents. These 
articles make up in the course of a 





commentary on the 


year's study an exceedingly rich 
Scriptures, 


like to have a chance to talk it all | from the latest resuits of scholarly 


over. 
ter“kind of class is a leader, not a 
lecturer. 

Thus a prepared class is just as 
necessary as a prepared teacher. 
And the value and liveliness of 
class discussion will depend upon 
the kind of preparation the mem- 
bers of the class are led to make. 
That is a part of good leadership. 


Mr.S. D. Hawthorne, of Bay City, | 


Michigan, has the right idea. He 
is the President: of the Y. M. C. A., 
and teaches the ‘‘ Fellowship Class’’ 
in the Madison Avenue Methodist 
Episcopal Church. That class is 
composed of business men. Mr. 
Hawthorne doesn’t say he ‘teaches 
those men, but that he “has 
the responsibility for leading their 
thought.”” And in order that all 
may be prepared to think, the c/ass 
has decided to subscribe for The 
Sunday School Times. 

They and their leader like par- 
ticularly Mr. Ridgway's ‘ Busy 
Men’s Corner.” In writing to Mr. 
Ridgway, Mr. Hawthorne says, 
“they appreciate keenly the “ve 
way in which you get at things.” 
Of course they do. One of the 
United States District Judges, a 
Bible-class leader, at a dinner the 
other evening exclaimed, ‘‘ Every- 
body reads Ridgway!” So that 
Fellowship Class in Bay City is not 
alone. 


But Ridgway is not all. The 


| 
| 
| 


A good teacher in the bet- | research and observation. 


Assigned work—not too much 


|or too little—is made possible by 


President Sanders’ Bible class arti- 
cle. Look at it. Note the sug- 
gestions for every day in the week. 
Wouldn't it be a great help to the 
interest of the lesson-hour in your 
class if such work had been done 
by the members during the week ? 

The far-seeing teacher of the 
better kind of Bible class has 
learned that his class can prepare 
to the best advantage from the 
helps that 4e uses. Such prepara- 
tion makes for close and famiiiar 
discussion. And it’s a poor help 
that doesn’t suggest to the thought- 
ful mind far more than is set down 
in cold type. 

Try The Sunday School Times 
in your class for three months. 
Make use of its outlines for work. 
Encourage your class members to 
get at the work in earnest. They 
can do it. Get each one to sub- 
scribe for The Sunday School 
Times; or present the paper to 
each one for three months. 

Five or more copies to separate 
addresses, 19 cents each for three 
months. One /ree copy with every 
ten paid for. 

Enough specimen copies of any 
one issue to supply every one in 
your class will be sent free of 
charge, if you let us know how 





many you can use in this way. 


Tue Sunpay Scuoon Times Co., 1031 Walnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| Halts 





and goes painfully about its work, 
Bs “ the widely commended remedy is 
Digestion Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. Not a 
secret, but a scientific preparation of 
standard acceptability. 
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(Uncover the rest of the picture.) He was 
so disappointed that, like a spoiled child, 
he went to bed, turned his face away, and 
wouldn’t eat. Queen Jezebel came in, and 
wondered what was the matter. When Ahab 
told her, she said, ‘* Are you the king? Do 
you rule Israel? Get up, and eat, and be 
happy. I'll get the vineyard for you.’’ 

This is what she did—she wrote and sealed 
letters in King Ahab’s name, and sent them 
out by messengers, A feast was planned, to 
which Naboth was invited. While he was 
there he was killed, because Queen Jezebel 
commanded it. When she heard that Na- 
both was dead, she said to King Ahab, 
‘*Now take the vineyard, which Naboth 
refused to sell for money, for Naboth is 
dead.’’ Ahab started to go down to claim 
the vineyard. ‘There he met a man, whom 
he had not seen for a long*time, but of whom 
he was afraid. It was the prophet Elijah 
with God’s message! How Ahab hated to 
see him! God had called Elijah, saying 
‘¢Go down to meet Ahab in the vineyard of 
Naboth.”’ 

When Ahab saw Elijah he said, ‘*‘ Have 
you found me, O mine enemy?” Elijah 
answered, ‘‘I have found you, because you 
have sold yourself to do pol pm God’s sight.’ 
God was displeased with what Ahab and 
Jezebel had done, and they must be punished. 

Elijah was brave enough to tell God’s 
message to the king—that because they had 
taken Naboth’s life to get the vineyard, their 
lives must be taken away. 

There was soon another war, during 
which Ahab was killed in that very vineyard. 
There is a long story about it in a book of 
the Bible called Kings. 

After the Story.—Have you ever heard or 
seen any danger-signals? What were they, 
and what did they mean? ‘lhey all mean, 
**Watch out!’ **Be careful!’’ ‘This story 
about Ahab is like a danger-signal, saying, 
** Be careful!’’ ** Watch out!’ ‘* Take 
heed, and beware of Covetousness.’’ (Show 
it on the picture chart.) ‘* Covetousness ”’ 
is a very long word, It means to want some- 
thing so much that one might be willing and 
ready to do wrong to get it. One of God’s 
commands says, ‘* Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor’s house’’ (or his field), That is 
just what Ahab and Jezebel did, and they 
did wrong to get it. 

Home-work.—Can you copy the danger- 
signal, ‘‘ Take heed, and beware of covet- 
ousness ?”’ 


Cuicaco, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


[* WAS such a little thing for a king to 
want. One might think a king would 
desire some priceless jewel, some strong 

fort, some great area of land. Instead, he 

wanted—what? This gave us our title, and 
we wrote on our tablets: A Little Vineyard. 

(1) Wanted by a (2) Secured by a 

(3) Enjoyed by . (4) The 

Reason. ‘The girls filled the first twe blanks 

immediately with King and Queen, and I 

wondered what they would write in the third 

blank. They hesitated. Then Agnes looked 
up and said, ‘‘ I don’t think it was enjoyed 
by anybody.’’ So we wrote, ‘* Enjoyed by 

Nobody.”’ 

To whom did this vineyard belong? 
Where was it? Who was the king who 
wanted it? What kind of man was he? 
What have you heard of him before this? 
Why did he want this homestead? What 
proposition did he make to Naboth? Was 
it a fair and generous one under ordinary 
circumstances ? Why, then, would Naboth 
not part with it? Was he right? How did 
the king act when his bargain was refused ? 
What does this show about Ahab’s charac- 
ter? While the king was thus sulking, in 
came his queen. Who was she? What 
kind of woman was she? What did she 
propose to do? 

Here we reached our second heading, 
‘¢Secured by a Queen.’’ What is the 
queen’s plan? Why does she take the 
king’s signet? What did this act mean? 
Why do you suppose the king did not do 
this? Which was the stronger character ? 
Which was more wicked ? 











Now that Ahab has the vineyard, let us | 


see who enjoys it. Why not the owner? 
Why not 4ab? What was there to spoil 
his pleasure? What sin was at the root of 
the trouble? Which one of the Ten Com- 
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mandments did Ahab-break when he coveted 
Naboth’s vineyard ? 

What is covetousness ?. The girls defined 
it and illustrated. Then I showed them a 
large circle which I had filled with small 
ones drawn in pencil, I explained that into 
the sphere of each girl’s life God sends the 
things needful for Aer good. I then drew a 
larger circle around one of those already 
there. It cut off parts of three circles. 
‘This, I explained, illustrated the covetous 
spirit. It wanted more even if others were 
deprived. It not enly interfered with others’ 
lives, but showed lack of taith in Goxi’s 
judgment and knowledge and in his promise 
that we should lack no good thing if we 
trust him. We noted the results of coveting, 
to ourselves and others. _ We discussed the 
things girls covet and how this leads fre- 
quently to further sin. Only a short time 
ago the daily papers recorded the arrest of a 
small boy for stealing. Investigation showed 
that he had been sent out by an older sister 
in order that she might have money with 
which to purchase jewelry like what the other 
girls had. 

Then I asked for a cure for coveting, and 
the girls gave me two splendid ones. One 
girl said, ‘*Think of something you could 
give, instead of something you could ge¢.’’ 
And another said, ‘* Count how many things 
you have that others would be glad to get.”’ 
Were not these effective cures! If, out of 
the entire lesson, my girls remember ana 
practise these two ‘‘ cures,’’ I shall be glad, 

Read again 1 Kings 21: 1-16. What is 
the cure for covetousness ? 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 

Read 1 Kings 21 : 27-29, and its fulfilment 
in 2 Kings 1: 1-8. What was the name of 
Ahab’s son ? 

Read 2 Kings 2: 1-8. What do you think 
was Elijah’s reason for suggesting each time 
that Elisha remain behind ? 

Read 2 Kings 2 : 8-12. 
taken to heaven ? 

Read 2 Kings 2: 12-15. What did the 
mantle indicate? Did you ever think whose 
mantle you would wear some day ? 

Read 2 Kings 2 : 12-18. _ How did Elisha 
get back home ? 

Read 2 Kings 2: 1-11. . What was Elisha’s 
request ? Why was it beyond Elijah’s power 
to grant ? 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


4 
My Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


How was Elijah 


N THE very brief business meeting which 
our class always holds after the class 
prayer and statement of purpose I said 

that I should be obliged to be absent for the 
next two Sundays, and it would be the duty 
of the class officers to provide a substitute 
teacher. I called on the class to make sug- 
gestions to the officers, and they made a 
number of excellent ones, 

The room committee returned the maps 
that were drawn last Sunday, and I made a 
few remarks about them. ‘They showed 
great need of further practise in map-draw- 
ing. 

A show of hands told me that nearly all of 
the class had read at home the two chapters 
assigned for the “4 To bring out the 
points of chapter 20 I told the story of Ben- 
hadad’s oampaigns against Ahab, pausing 
frequently as if I had forgotten, the class fill- 
ing in those blanks fairly well and promptly. 
‘Thus I ‘*forgot’’ all the proper names, and 
most of the things that were said by the 
various characters of the chapter. This little 
exercise is a good one for use when you wish 
to cover considerable ground rapidly. 

Coming to the main lesson, chapter 21, I 
reversed the plan, calling on now this pupil 
and now that one to tell the story of Naboth, 
each taking it up where the other had left off. 
It was the understanding that I was to stop 
the speaker as soon as he made a mis- 
take. I did this, and also when he had told 
a sufficient portion of the tale, even if he had 
made no mistake. The class seemed to enjoy 
the exercise. 

To illustrate, I told the very familiar anec- 
dote of Frederick the Great of Prussia and 
the miller whose mill the king tore down, 
but was obliged by his own courts to rebuild. 
I also told the sequel concerning the miller’s 
poverty-stricken descendant who wanted to 


( Continued on next page) 























LESSON FOR FEB. 26 (: Kings 21) 


pT 
os Cheaply 


California 


charming little furnished bun- 
galow, at abo at about $30.00 a month, and 
low priced, but luxurious market 
pet to make a few months’ visit 
an actual economy. 

Peas, beans, asparagus, tomatoes 
and cucumbers, strawberries and 
other fruits are in the market at 
our summer prices. 

Meats cost less—chicken and cone 
about the same. Fuel need hardly 
be considered, for a grate fire morn- 
ing and evening is all you ever need. 


The trip itself can be made at 
moderate cost on the 


Union-Southern 
Pacific 
Standard Route of the West 
Electric Block Signals 


Excellent Dining Cars on All Trains 


For booklets that will help you 
plan your trip, fares, 
etc., call on or address 


GERRIT FORT, P.T.M., v. P. BR. B. 
941 Farnam St.. OMAHA, NEB. 
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sell the mill to the reigning king, Frederick 
William ; but the latter insisted that the mill 
should remain standing as a monument of 
justice, while he sent his neighbor six thou- 
sand dollars to relieve his necessities. Old 
as the story is, the class enjoyed it more than 
any other feature of the recitation, If 

use nothing else in this paper, use the illus- 
trations ! 

This Week’s .—For a review, I 
had a large box-lid, in the corner of which I 
had fastened the lid of a much smaller box. 
The first was to represent Ahab’s palace 
_— and the second Naboth’s vineyard, 

the first, face down, I had placed a num- 
ber of slips of heavy paper on which I had 
written questions relating to Ahab’s part in 
the matter, and Jezebel’s; in the second, 
questions relating to Naboth’s side of the 
story. Passing the box-lids among the pupils, 
I had them draw these slips of paper, read 
the questions aloud, and answer them. 

You may like to have the questions, Those 
in the ‘* vineyard ’’ were : ‘* Where was Jez- 
reel? How far was Jezreel from the scene 
of Elijah’s contest on Mount Carmel? Who 
lived at Jezreel? What shows ‘that Naboth 
was a follower of Jehovah? Why did Naboth 
refuse to sell his vineyard? Was Naboth 
right in refusing to sell his vineyard? What 
was the oon ‘year of jubilee’? What 
officers of Jezréel obeyed Jezebel? What 
does ‘the obedience of the Jezreel rulers show 
about the city? What is the purpose of a 
public fast? What charge did Jezebel hire 
men to bring against Naboth? What is 
blasphemy? How was it punished among 
the lowe? Why was Naboth killed outside 
the city? How did the vineyard get into 
Ahab’s possession after the execution of 
Naboth ?’’ 

The following questions were in ‘‘ the pal- 





ace grounds’’: ‘* Who was king of Israel in 
Elijah’s time? What city was the capital of 
the northern kingdom? -What possession 
did Ahab covet? Was Ahab right in want- 
ing to get Naboth’s vineyard to complete his 
own grounds? (We decided that there was 
nothing wrong in the desire,—only in the 
way taken to gratify it.) What offer for his 
vineyard did Ahab make to Naboth? How 
did Ahab show the childishness of his dispo- 
sition? How did Jezebel show that she was 
a stronger character than Ahab? How did 
Jezebel plan to bring the people of Jezreel 
together? Where, probably, was Elijah 
while all this was heres ning to Naboth? 
What did Jehovah tell Elijah to tell Ahab? 
What did Ahab say when he saw Elijah? 
Who was Ahab’s real enemy? What did 
Elijah prophesy about Ahab? What did 
Elijah prophesy about Jezebel? How did 
Ahab receive Elijah’s prophecy against him ? 
What was the-result of Ahab’s sorrow for his 
sin? How far was the punishment of Abab’s 
family postponed? What are some sins like 
Ahab’s that are committed by rich men 
to-day? (We discussed the frequent, grasp- 
ing dishonesty of modern weaith.) What 
are some sins like Ahab’s that are committed 
by poor men to-day? (We saw that covet- 
ousness in a poor man is as much of a sin as 
in a rich man.) What perils come with large 
possessions ? How can we avoid this sin that 
Ahab committed? (I emphasized the neces- 
sity of contentment.) ’’ 
Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read 2 Kings 1, the story of Ahab’s son. 
Read 2 Kings 2, the ascension of Elijah. 
Find on the map the places mentioned. 
Why did God so honor Blijah ? How did 
Elisha show himself a worthy successor to 
Elijah ? 

Boston. 








The Adult Bible Class—By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 








Elijah the Champion of Popular Rights 
Death of Ahab (1 Kings 21 : 1 to 22 


[Teachers are earnestly invited to test 
the usefulness of President Sanders’ stud- 
ies as a lesson-help for the adult class 
members. A great improvement in class 
work and interest may easily result from 
the members’ of the class following Presi- 
dent Sanders’ suggestions for thought 
and study. Five or more copies of The 
Sunday School Times will be sent indi- 
vidually addressed for three months for 
Ig cents each. 

Many a teacher could well afford to pay 
for these copies, as a means of giving 
the class a positive impetus toward more 
thorough work. The editorial and gen- 
eral articles will also be found useful, in 
addition to the help that President San- 
ders gives. | 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


HE two prophetic episodes related in 
this lesson furnish singularly clear 
illustrations of the social and religious 

responsibilities of a prophet. The true man 
of God was a man of conviction and influ- 
ence. 

The story of Ahab and Elijah at the vine: 
yard of Naboth is characteristic. It pulsates 
with real life. What honest reader can doubt 
that there was such a king as Ahab and such 
a magnificent defender of popular rights as 
Elijah? At all events, the story-teller who 
could invent such personalities was a great 
genius! Each character is all the more real 
because of his puzzling variations. The 
Ahab of chapter 21 is a weak, self-indulgent, 
wife-controlled character for whom the reader 
has little but contempt. Yet verse 20 ex- 
hibits spirit and verse 27 indicates quick and 
thorough remorse and repentance. The 
Ahab of chapter 22 seems more kinglike, 
particularly when he stood up in his chariot, 
hour after hour (v. 35), lest the knowledge 
of his fatal wound should dishearten his 
army. Elijah, too, seems in chapter 21 the 
ideal man of God, facing unflinchingly the 
king and his household officers (2 Kings 9 : 
25), and declaring the righteous judgment of 
Jehovah upon Ahab’s sordid wickedness, 
Vet Elijah had run away from Jezebel (19: 3) 
in a panic. But can men and women be 
honestly judged by any one incident of their 
lives? This raises an interesting question of 





and Micaiah the Truthful Prophet : the 
:40; Ahab’s Death about-853 B. C.) 


facts into consideration when we discuss 
the career and the value to Israel of these 
two very representative men. Our review 
of Elijah’s work and character properly be- 
longs to next week’s lesson; Ahab must be 
judged to-day. 

But, first, let us review the story of the 
discreditable seizure of Naboth’s vineyard, 
Evidently the narrative’ breaks the connec- 
tion between chapters 20 and 22. Why it 
was inserted at this point and not between 
verses 18 and 19 of chapter 19, where many 
think it belongs chronologically, no one can 
clearly determine. Probably because, as 
Ewald suggested, the murder of Naboth was 
a very important factor in bringing about the 
swift downfall of the dynasty to which Ahab 
belonged. 

Ahab had his summer residence at Jezreel, 
seven miles away from Samaria on the lovely 
plain. Here he had built a costly, beautiful, 
unique (22:39) palace. Just back of it, 
outside the wall, was a vineyard which the 
king wished to convert into a pleasure gar- 
den. It belonged to a citizen of Jezreel 
named Naboth. Was Ahab’s offer (21 : 2) 
ungenerous or unfair? Apparently not. 
What was Naboth’s controlling reason for 
refusing the request? Numbers 36: 7 illus- 
trates the strong feeling of a true Israelite 
on such a matter. Naboth was clearly within 
his personal rights, and even acting in ac- 
cordance with the deeper religious traditions 
of his race. Howdid Ahab take the refusat? 
What was Jezebel’s attitude and claim? No- 
tice the principle of government assumed by 
her as beyond question, How did it com- 
pare with Rehoboam’s attitude? (12 : 14.) 
The murder of Naboth had then a twofold 
significance to the people of Israel. It was 
more than a dastardly, despicable misuse of 
power ; it was an assertion of a type of sov- 
ereignty against which the people had risen 
in revolt,.a century earlier. 

Why did ‘not the people prevent the mur- 
der of Naboth? Perhaps the most of them 
were temporarily deceived by the obsequious 
elders and really believed the accusations to 
be true, 

In what terms did Elijah declare to Ahab 
his despicable sin? (v. 20.) In what ways 
can people of to-day ‘‘sell themselves to do 
that which is evil’’? 

( Continued on next page) 
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Byington’s 
Chart of Jewish 
National History 


Here is a simple little tool that will 
make some points of Old Testament 
history so clear that a ten-year-old boy 
need never forget them. It shows the 
progress and divisions and kings and 
prophets of Israel and Judah from the 
time of Abraham down to the birth ot 
Christ and after. It shows, too, what 
books of the Bible take up these various 
periods. And it is all so simply done 
that when you once see it you wonder 
why it was never done before. It is 
particularly needed for the 1911 lessons. 
Ask for the pocket size, folded ‘within 
stiff covers, price 2§ cents, or the wall 
size, at $1.00. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 


pronounced upon Ahab? How much of it 
was deferred and how much remitted? Why 
was he*shown mercy? 

To get back to the details of chapter 22, 
what was the importance of Ramoth-gilead 
that Ahab should be so anxious to force Ben- 
hadad to surrender possession of it? It was 
‘*debatable ground’’ between Aram and 
Israel for years (comp, 2 Kings 8 : 28; 9: 
14). What was the oes request of 
Jehoshaphat, Ahab’s ally, before starting for 
the war? How can we account for the 
unanimity of the favorable prediction of the 
four hundred prophets? Compare the accu- 
sation of another Micah against the mer- 
cenary prophets of his day (Micah 3: 5). 
He flatly accuses them of Prophesying what- 
ever their patrons desire, and of blackmail, 
These four hundred represented the class, 
too frequent in all ages, of men who are for 
**the old flag and an appropriation.’’ Yet 
note their boldness e : 11, 12). Note the 
implied skepticism of Jehoshaphat in verse 7. 
‘The four hundred were too unanimous and 
prompt. 

Micaiah was out of favor with Ahab. What 
was the reason? He was in a class with 
Elijah (18:17; 21: 20). What was the 
principle determining his action? (v. 14.) 

Why did Ahab resent Micaiah’s echo of 
the prediction of the four hundred? (vs. 15, 
16.) What was the virtual meaning of the 
prediction of verse 17? How then did 
Micaiah account for the false prediction of 
the four hundred? How did Ahab treat the 
bold and truthful prophet? 

No more vivid and helpful narrative re- 
garding the prophetic order can be found in 
the Old ‘lestament. It exhibits clearly the 


great and established influence of the prophets | 
as a class and the natural consequence that | 


many entered their ranks as an easy way of 
getting a living. It also reveals another ex- 
ample of a genuine, self-sacrificing, loyal 
‘*speaker for God,’’ whose influence out- 
weighed all the others put together. Micaiah 
belonged in the class with Elijah, Jehu, Ahi- 
jah, Nathan, and Samuel. There were many 
more, who were living blameless lives as 
advisers and leaders of the people, whom 
our narrative has no occasion to name, The 
prophetic order had already become an im- 
ah factor in the development of the 

ebrew people. 

Prophetic Boldness, Why could one 

rophet stand out for his convictions against 

Shame or crowds ? 

Two Prophetic Duties. What two are dis- 
tinctly emphasized in these two narratives ? 

The Murder of Naboth. Which one of 
the three co-operating persons or groups of 
persons in this sin most deserved retribution ? 

Ahab’s Last Exploit. Did it redeem his 
name? 


Booxs THAT May BE USED. 

‘The Hastings one volume Bible Diction- 
ary has a good article on Ahab. Each his- 
torian sums him up more or less fully. See 
Kent's ** Divided Kingdom,’ pages 39-42; 
Cornill’s ** History of Israel,’’ pages 101-107; 
Stanley’s ‘* Jewish Church,”’ ii, 265-271. 
Rawlinson’s Kings of Israel and Judah,” 
pages 73-77, has but little respect for Ahab. 
Lumby, in the Cambridge Bible, ‘ First 
Kings,’? pages 219-239, agrees with him. 
The detailed account of Farrar, * First 
Kings,’’ pages 473-496, is enlightening. 
Milligan’s ** Elijah: His Life and ‘Times,’’ 
pages 119-138, goes as usual into. minnte 
particulars in a helpful way. 

In regard to Ramoth Gilead, its site and 
importance, compare Smith’s ‘* Historical 
Geography,’’ page 586; in regard to Jezreel 
see pages 356, 381-383 (of much importance), 
For the latter read also the account ‘ Jez- 
reel,’’ in the larger Hastings Bible Diction- 
ary, vol. ii. 


DaiLy HOME WorRK ON THE NEXT LESSON, 


Lesson for March 5 is 2 Kings 1:1 to 
a: a 

Monday.—Read 2 Kings 1 : 1-8, the story 
of Elijah’s sudden appearance to challenge 
the apostate purpose of Ahaziah. For sev- 
eral years he had been unnoticed. It means 
much to have emergency men available. 

T .—Read 2 Kings 1 : 9-18, the ex- 
hibition of Elijah’s power and his curt word 
to Ahaziah. We may be thanktul that with 
growing enlightenment and a keener moral 
sense, the world no longer upholds such 
wholesale and ruthless uses of power. 

Wednesday.— Read 2 Kings 2 : 1-12, the 
translation of Elijah. His successor made a 
wise request, a special share in that which 
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had made Elijah a strong and successful ! 
, Read 2 Ki 8 

_— 2 Kings 2: 13-18, 
wherein Elisha exhibits his right to be called 
Elijah’s successor, What essential trait of a 
leader did he show at once? 

Friday.— Read 2 Kings 2: 19-25, with its 
oddly contrasting illustrations of Elisha’s 
power, one a deed of beneficence, the other 
one of revenge. Does the latter ‘* increase 
respect for the office and person of the 
prophet ’’? 

Saturday.—Read Genesis 5 : 21-24; He- 
brews 11 : 1-6, allusions to the translation of 
Enoch. So transcendent a fact is beyond 
explanation. 

-—Read 1 Corinthians 12, Paul’s 
survey of the gifts to be earnestly desired. 
Could Elisha have thought out such a list ? 


Wasupurn Co.uece, Topeka, Kansas, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 26, 1911. 


A Missionary Journey Around the World. 
II. Missions in the United States 


(South). Isa. 55: 1-13. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoON.—Outstretched hands (Psa. 68: 31- 


35). 
TUES.—First-fruits of Ethiopia (Acts 8 : 26- 


38). 
WED.—Neglected fields (Mast. 9 : 36-38). 
‘LHUR.—Blind to opportunity (Acts ro :9- 


17). 
FR1I.—Rural missions (Mark 1 : 35-39). 
SatT.—Organized missions ( Matt. 10 : 1-15). 











What missions are at work in the South ? 
What is the negro’'s greatest need ? 


Missions helping the negroes and mountain 
whites. 


HE following table will show something 
of the situation and need of the South- 
ern States in relation to their negro 

population, The first column shows the 
number of negroes in each state according to 
the census of 1900. The second column 
shows the percentage of negroes in the total 
population of the state, and the third column 
shows the percentage of the negro population 
over ten years of age which is illiterate. 


DO «6 whe alk sé 30,758 16.7 38.1 
Maryland ....... 235.620 198 35.2 
District of Columbia . . 87,186 31.3 24.2 
ke a 661,329 35.7 44.6 
West Virginia. .... 43.567 4.6 32'3 
North Carolina. . . 630.207 33.3 47.6 
South Carolina. . . . . 782,509 58.4 52.8 
Georgia . - «1,035,037 46.7 52.3 
Florida 231,209 43.8 38.5 
Kentucky 284,865 13.3 40.1 
‘Tennessee . ..... . 480430 23.8 41.6 
Alabama... 827,545 45-2 57-4 
Mississippi. . ... 910.070 58.7 49.1 
ON: 6 saves ote 5 652.013 47.2 61.1 
‘Vemas .. 2c cee « © GRROSGE GMRg Sh9 
Arkanasas . ..... . 306,984 28.0 430 


b 

*‘Our Southern problem,’’ says Dr, 
Charles W. Dabney, ‘‘is the education of all 
the people of the South. First, who are these 
people? In 1900 the states south of the Po- 
tomac and east of the Mississippi contained, 
in round numbers 16,400,000 people, 10, 
400,000 of them white and 6,000,000 black. 
In these States there are 3,981,000 white 
and 2,420,000 colored children of school age 
(five to twenty years), a total of 6,401,000, 
* * * What are we in the South doing for 
these children? Let us see. Only 60 per- 
cent of them were enrolled in the schools in 





1900. The average daily attendance was 
only 70 percent of those enrolled. Only 42 | 
percent are actually at school. One-half of 

the negroes get no schooling whatever. One 

white child in five is left wholly illiterate. 
Careful analysis of the reports of state super- 
intendents showing the attendance by grades, 
indicates that the average child, whites and 
blacks together, who attends school at all 
stops with the third grade. 

% 

**In North Carolina the average citizen | 
gets only 2.6 years; in South Carolina, 2.5 | 
years ; in Alabama, 2.4 years of schooling, | 
both private ana public. In the whole South 
the average citizen gets only three years of 
scheoling ot all kinds in his entire. life ; 
and what schooling it is! This is the way 





| tree on the lot. 


we are educating these citizens of the Re- 
public, the voters who will have to determine 
the destinies not only of this people, but of 
millions of others beyond the seas. 


“~ 
** But why is it that the children get so 
little education? Have we no schools in the 
country? Yes, but what kind of schools? 
In these states, in schoolhouses costing an 
average of $275 each, under teachers receiv- 
ing an average salary of $25 a month, we have 


| been giving the children in actual attendance 


five cents’ worth of education a day for 87 
days only in the year. This is the way we 
have been schooling the children.’’ 


The South is working hard at its problem 
but it desires sympathy and co-operation. 


And the South is working earnestly, both 
white race and black race, at the problem of 
the negro. Mr, Murphy in ‘*The Present 
South ”’ points out that in Ig00 there were 
732,362 farms ye by negroes in 
the South. ‘* We find that 150,000 South- 
ern negroes now own their own farms, and 
28,000 more are recorded as part owners. 
The value of the property in all the farms 
operated by negroes at the South was $469, 
506,555. In more than half the counties of 
Virginia over 70 percent of the negro farmers 
are Owners or managers, and in 33 counties 
of the state the proportion is over 80 percent.’’ 
And he quotes Booker T. Washington as 
saying, ‘‘ Here is the unique fact, that from 
a penniless population just out of slavery, 
372,414 owners of homes have emerged, and 
of these 255,156 are known to own their 
homes absolutely free of encumbrance, In 
these heads of negro families lies the pledge 
of my race to American civilization.’’ 

% 

What is your own church doing? What 
was done by the Peabody and Slater Funds 
and what is the General Educational Board 
doing now? And what are the earnest 
Christian forces of the South doing? 





f Children at Home. 








The Hidden Nest 
By Elizabeth Price 


MOS cut across the potato field as he 
came up from the woods. It was a 
fine morning, clear and bright, with 

daisies and buttercups nodding everywhere, 
right in among the clods of dirt where the 
potatoes hadn’t been planted yet. Bess and 
May, Willie and Carrie, were waiting for him 
at the gate. 

**Got any?’’ called Willie, who couldn’t 
wait any longer. 

** Any what?’’ asked Amos, just as if he 
didn’t know. 

** Any willow. 
bits.’’ 

‘*And mine is all dried up and won’t 
squeal,’’ said May. 

**Me have whithle,’’ lisped Carrie, who 
was the baby, but wanted everything the rest 
had. 

Amos laughed. 


My whistle’s all broke to 


*‘Of all the children,’’ he 


began. ‘¢ Couldn’t keep you in them tooters if | 


I’d make ’em by the wagon load.’’ 

*«Oh, but, Amos, yours are such nice ones, ”’ 
coaxed Bess. ‘* We all need new ones so we 
can have a band this afternoon for our-pa- 
rade.”’ 

They waited. Amos laughed again. ‘Tell 
you what,’’ he said at last, ‘‘there’s a 
bird’s nest in this here field with eggs in it, 
First one that finds it shall have the rattling- 
est whistle I ever made, and a soldier-cap to 
head the parade. That’s all I got time to do 
to-day.’’ 

**Oh, 
Amos ?”’ 

‘** Well, ’tain’t in a tree, seeing there ain’ta 
That’s all I’m going to tell.’”’ 
Amos went on, then, and the children started 
to hunt. The lot wasn’t very large and they 
often played there when there were no pota- 
toes growing, but they had never seen a bird’s 
nest in it. 

** You oughtn’t to let Carrie come,’’ said 
Willie. ‘*She couldn’t find it in a hundred 
years, and she’ll just get in our way. Take 
her in the house, Bess.’’ 

** Carrie come,’’ begged the baby. 

**Oh, let her come,’’ Bess took her hand. 


(Continued on next page) 


a bird’s nest! On the ground, 








FEBRUARY II, IQII 


A Three Weeks’ Struggle 


How a Working Girl in Minneapolis Lived on 
Six Dollars a Week and Saved Money 
with Which to Buy Shoes 


While the high cost of living brings to 
light many stories of deprivation and 
hardship, it also serves-to educate the 
public in a very impressive, forceful way 

rding the nutritive value and sus- 
taining power of many inexpensive 
foods. Through the stress of hard times 
the public quite often learns that going 
without certain foods is, after all, not a 
hardship, but a benefit. Most persons 
have a — learned that it is easy to 
cut down the supply of high-proteid 
foods, such as meats and eggs, without 
any loss in strength or vitality and with 
a considerable gain in health. 

The ‘‘ Minneapolis News” of Decem- 
ber tenth contained the following inter- 
esting account of one working girl's 
experience in endeavoring to adjust her 
low wages to the problem of daily living : 

‘*This is not an advertisement for 


shredded wheat biscuit. Rather it 
is an advertisement of a girl’s brave 
holding fast to the g and true. 


She lived for three weeks on shred- 
ded wheat biscuit and water so that 
she might get a pair of shoes. 

‘*The girl was one of four clerks. 
Each got six dollars a week, and to 
make living possible they occupied 
one room, in which two beds took 
up the biggest part of the space. 
Each contributed $1.25 to the general 
food fund each week. ‘The rest they 
spent on clothing, for they were ex- 
pected to dress well ; on carfare.and 
on down-town lunches. ‘There was. 
not any left over, even though they 
saved and skimped, and tried to get 
along with a little less every week. 

‘* Then one of them needed a pair 
ofshoes. Her only meansof getting 
them was to withdraw her $1.25 
from the 1. When the rest ate 
their small breakfasts and suppers, 
cooked on a one-burner gas stove, 
she ate the biscuit at the same table. 
They offered her a part of their food, 
but she refused, knowing that they 
would have just that much less, and 
‘besides, they were my shoes, not 
theirs, I was trying to pay for,’ she 
explained. She couldn't buy milk, 
much less cream, to soften the food. 
Butter was just as much outside the 
means of her pocketbook—when she 
was saving for shoes. So water took 
the place of the other things, and for 
three weeks the girl ate nothing 
else.” 

Such experiences as this are repeated 
over and over again in all parts of the 
country. While it may impress the su- 
perficial reader as a hardship to be com- 
pelled -to live on Shredded Wheat Biscuit 
and water, itis a fact that nothing could 
be more sustaining or satisfying than 
this cereal food. It would be an easy 
matter to live on this food indefinitely 
and at the same time reach a high work- 
ing efficiency. Eaten with water or hot 
milk and a little fruit Shredded Wheat 
will not only oer all the strength 
needed for any kind of work, but will 
insure a healthful and natural condition 
of all the functions of the body. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 26 (: Kings 21) 


A good oil lamp 
needs a good chim- 
ney. A bad oil lamp 
needs it more. 


Both need a 
Macbeth “ Pearl 
Glass” lamp-chim- 
ney. 


My lamp-chim- 
neys establish an 
even draft on both sides of the 
flame—niake the most of the 
light. I make a chimney to fit 
every style and size of lampand 
burner. 


Send for my free Index and_find out what 
‘ chimney to get for your lamp. 


MACBETH, 


Macbeth-Evans Glass Co. 
CHIcaco: PHILADELPHIA : 

178 East Lake Street 42 South Eighth Street 
’ New York: 19 West 30th Street 





Te,. U. B. Pat. U8. 
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in cod liver oil that makes it 


is just pure cod liver oil—free from dis- 
wise, because none is . The 
PURITY of Moller’s Oil makes it 
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It is this puritv that makes Moller’s Oil so di- 
gestible and without that nauseous “repeat.” 
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Schieffelin & Co., New Yor, Sole Agents 
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\ completely removing all traces of food, 
\ grease, etc. ands do not touch water, 
\ Saves labor, time, towels, breakage. All 
\ metal—compact, strong—lasts a lifetime. 
Abselute Guarantee— Why Not 
escape the drudgery of dishwash- 
ing, as hundreds of women have? 
Read their letters in our booklet. 
Write to-day. 
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Tae Farra OF 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


By Wm. H. Lambert 


To those who have been able only to 
guess at the religious belief of Lincoln, 
and who have been misled by ignorant 
comment on the place that faith had ‘in 
Lincoln's life and work, this careful 
study by Major Lambert will bring real 
light. ng study of original material 
and an enthusiasm guided by sound 
judgment have enabled Major Lambert 
to set forth many evidences of Lincpln’s 
religious beliefs and practises. Its com- 
pactness does not lessen but rather em- 
phasizes the importance of this contri- 
bution to Lincoln literature. 


Price 35 cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
She couldn’t ever find it, but she wants to 
” . 


“Pu help take care of her,’’ promised 


May. 

**T won’t.’”? Willie wasn’t in a hu- 
mor, in spite of the nice day. ‘*’Course I’ll 
get the whistle, ’cause boys are always better 


at finding outdoor things than gus. But 
anyway I choose Amos’ path for first hunt.’’ 

*Selfish thing, ’? said Bess crossl . *Come 
on, Carrie. Boys aren’t either. there.’’ 

** You'd better stop fussing and hunt,’’ 
advised May. ‘‘ Maybe we will find it, Bess.” 

Every inch of ground was looked over, 
first by Willie, then Bess and May, while 
Baby Carrie trotted where she pleased, But 
not a bird’s nest could be found. ‘‘I believe 
Amos fooled us,’’ said May at last. 
**Where’s Carrie?’’ asked Bess, suddenly. 
‘Here me,”’ called a baby voice. ‘See 
pitty—pitty.’’ There was a little old black 
stump that stuck up right in the middle of 
the lot and had a hollow in the % Carrie 
was standing beside it, clapping her hands 
and looking at—what do you think? A 
cunning nest down in the hollow with four 
pale blue eggs in it. 

So the ‘‘parade’’ that afternoon had at 
its head a bit of a girl with a big paper sol- 
dier-cap on her sunny curls, blowing a 
whistle that could be heard far and near. 
And Willie was so proud of her he could 
hardly keep in line. 

BALTIMORE, MD, 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











When reference is made in this column to any “ In- 
ternational” leaflets or publications of any sort, un- 
less otherwise stated they may be obtained from the 
office of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, Hartford Building, Chicago. 





SALEM, OH10.—I have a class of young men 
who are compelled to use a corner. in the 
Sunday-school. They need it. ‘Their idea is 
to put up iron rods with curtains. This is 
O. K. if nothing else can be used. I am pastor 
of the church and would rather have something 

I am encouraging them in it. Now 
ou would write me a letter suggesting 
something else—like a screen, if such are to be 
had. Where can they be secured, and how 
much would a screen seven feet high, to fit in a 
place like that given below, cost? 


15% feet 





O 


Table 


10% feet 











Our school is a graded school. How could 
we seat ments in a large school having 
only a few separate rooms? Can we arrange 
to have it evident that a scholar is graduated 
from junior to intermediate by the way he sits 


in the school ? 

Do you the teacher with the pupil 
from junior to intermediate? 

If you place iron rods in your church for 
the purpose of having a curtain about the 
young men’s class, the rods perhaps will bea 
little more unsightly than some other device 
which could be used, especially if you use 
the same room for preaching services, as I 
suppose you do. 

If there are columns in the building, or 
archways, it is often possible to stretch tight 
wire and run curtains upon it. I have seen 
a whole church room divided into class 
rooms quietly and quickly by this device. 
The wires were run clear across the room, 
and the curtains hung neatly against the wall 
until they were required for the classes. 
Very pretty material for this purpose can 
be secured for a low price, and it serves the 
purpose admirably. 

Screens can be used, and perhaps in your 
case that is the best thing todo. Any first- 
class carpenter or cabinct-maker can make 
the frame, adjusting the size of it to the space 
where it is to be used. It can be made of 
light material and hinged together so that it 
can be folded up and put away. Suitable 
material can be tacked upon it, and then the 
tacks covered with some strips of ornamental 
material, so that the whole thing will be a 
decoration of your room and answer the pur- 
pose well. 

The grading ofa Sunday-school does not 
depend upon having class rooms. Our own 





Sunday-school in Toledo, Ohio, is graded, 
and we have no class rooms at all, except 
that the Primary Department and the Begin- 
ners Department each have a room to them- 
selves, The juniors, intermediates, young 
men, young women, and advanced classes 
are all in one room, You can separate them 
by imaginary lines, having a certain section 
of seats, or a part of a section devoted to 
the Junior Department. The intermediates 
would be perhaps on the opposite side of the 
room. When the promotions are made, they 
change their seats, and this answers the pur- 
pose, It is customary to promote a teacher 
of the class from one year to another in the 
same department, but if the teacher is well 
adapted to a o— department, he should re- 
main in that department. 





ILLINOIS.—Do you approve of the plan of 
using the blac for the school 
records? ‘lhe plan I speak of is placing the 
class, name of teacher, number of class, num- 
ber enrolled, attendance, and offering of each 
class in the school, on the board, and near the 
close of the session calling for the report of 
classes by number, and some member of each 
class coming forward with the offering, the sec- 
retary placing on the board the attendance and 
offering for the day. The attendance and 
offerings are then footed up by the secretary, 
and the showing is left until the next Sunday, 
when erasures and new entries are made. 
There seem to be eee but does it pay 
to use the time, and is it detracting from the 
thought of the lesson too much ? 

Would it be best to have all announcements 

the lesson in order to avoid too 
much business after? In other words, is it 
correct to-avoid as much as possible everything 
that would tend to dissipate the impressions 
the teachers have been trying to make during 
the lesson period ?—R. C, W. 

The blackboard report is a good thing if 
properly done, but, in my judgment, all that 
should ever be placed upon it is the summa- 
ries. Dealing with individual classes, as 
well as calling the roll of teachers in the 
Sunday-school session, is time worse than 
wasted. It is well occasionally to let the 
school know what various classes are doing, 
but I would not go into detail such as you 
suggest. Furthermore, it takes time in the 
closing of the school that ought to be given 
to something else much more important. 

All announcements should be made before 
the lesson, I should think. It is impossible, 
as a rule, to make the secretary’s and the 
treasurer’s report before the lesson, but if it 
could be done, it would be better so. 

The suggestion intimated in your last par- 
agraph is good. Keep everything out of 
the closing services that can possibly be kept 
out, so that the effect upon the school may 
be better, and the impression oft he lesson 
left undisturbed. 











Results of Food 


Health and Natural Conditions Come from 
Right Feeding 
Man, physically, should be like a per- 
fectly regulated machine, 
working easily in its appropriate place. 
A slight derangement causes undue 








| 


each part | 


friction and wear, and frequently ruins | 


the entire system. 

well-known educator of Boston 
found a way to keep the brain and the 
body in that harmonious co-operation 
which makes a joy of living. 

‘*T wo years ago,” she writes, ‘‘ bein 
in a condition of nervous exhaustion, 
resigned my position as teacher, which I 
had held for over forty years. Since 
then the entire rest has, of course, been 
a benefit, but the use of Grape-Nuts has 
removed one great cause of. illness in 
the past, namely, constipation, and its 
attendant evils. 

‘*I generally make my entire break- 
fast on a raw egg beaten into four spoon- 
fuls of Grape-Nuts, with a little hot milk 
or hot water added. I like it extremely, 
my food assimilates, and my bowels 
take care of themselves. 1 find my 
brain, power and physical endurance 
much greater and I know that the use 
of the Grape-Nuts has contributed 
largely to this result. 

‘**It is with feelings of gratitude that I 
write this testimonial, and trust it may 
be the means of aiding others in their 
search for health.” ene given hy 
Postum Co.. Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 





‘WANTED, FAMILY MER 


75 











Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

"Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO, 


Where there is get cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 
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to become indepen- 
dent farmers in 
A tion’s Garden Spot.”” A 
card brings information. Carolina Trucking Develop- 
ment Company, 515 Southern Bidg., Wilmington, N. C. 


EAS) ER stamps and I'll send you 10 FREE 
Easter Post cards and tel! you about my big SURPRISE, 
B. T MEREDITH, % Success Building, Des Moines lows. 
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Philadelphia, February 11, 1911 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class matter ” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate sdledies or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
’ copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

* One free copy addi- 
Free Copies ional will be cllowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in.fhis paper, you 











will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 


tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 


| é The. Sunday School Times. 


are genuine, true, and full of human | THe Sunvay ScHooi. ‘ims Co., Publishers, 


interest. 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
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‘A TALE OF TEN 
CITIES’ 


MOBRIDGE, South Dakota— 


grew faster in three years than Omaha in ten years; 
railroad center on Missouri River where the new line 
begins—bratch lines from here are feeders to main— 
lines; has car shops, storage depots, other railwa 

properties. Surrounding territory rich in agricultura 

es mee manufacturing, distributing point. 
A Missouri River city. ; / 


McLAUGHLIN, South Dakota— 


important junction point. Branch road 200 miles 
long here joins main line, opening, rich, new territory, 
to north. Center of large cattle business. Hay mdy 
be cut on open prairie in this fertile region, to become 
vast wheat field. as bank, stotes, lumber yards, 
sub tial houses, and coming summer will see most 
rapid development, 


McINTOSH, South Dakota— 


County seat, division point, in heart of recently 
opened Sioux Reservation, where 16,000 American 
farmers took up homestead lands last October. Ten 
thousand of these farms will be put under cultivation 
this year. National Bank, resources $100,000 ; State 
Bank with $25,000; churches, schooihouses, news- 
papers, elevators, stock yards. Building lots selling 
as high as $1,000 each, Our properties abut on Main 
Street. 


LEMMON, South Dakota— 


Named for G. E, Lemmon. One of the most remark- 
able towns in Northwest. At age of two years was 
incorporated city, with mayor, aldermen, audifor, 
assessor, city attorney, city engineer, chief of police, 
street commissioner, fire department, school board, 
andapark. Has three banks, one $400,000 resources ; 
municipal water-works, electric lighting plant, long 
distance and local ‘phone service, three churches, 
good schools, hosvital, three newspapers, six hotels, 
our grain elevators, 


HETTINGER, North Dakota— 


County seat; center fertile farming country, settled 
so miles north, 65 miles south, all tributary to Het- 
tinger. Four banks, five grain elevators, $14,000 
ublic school, three exceptionally good hotels, six 
umber yards, good merchandise stores, auditorium, 
three churches, active Commercial Club. State Ex- 
perimental Station near by. Hettinger’s pride is its 
substantial brick and stone business blocks. 


REEDER, North Dakota— 


Beautiful townsite, with wide trade territory. Center 
of rich farming community—wheat, fruits, live stock 
are most important product ; lignite coal and tile clay 
here; three banks, five fuatier yards, churches, 
schools, newspapers, four grain elevators, automobile 
livery, soda bottling works. Commercial Club try- 
ing to make Reeder county seat. 


ROUNDUP, Montana— 


on Musselshell River; mining and agricultural center 
—unlimited Supply, of good coal. Pay rolls at mines 
$100,000 month, ailway Company invested $1,000,- 
ooo in coal lands here. Farmers raise small grains 
fruit, cattle, sheep. Building stone and timber plenti- 
ful. Roundup has waterworks, electric light, fire de- 
partment, modern schools, local and long distance 
phones, banks, hotels,--conveniences and improve- 
ments of cities four times its size. 


THREE FORKS, Montana- 


Lewis-Clark expedition camped here in 1808. Conflu- 
ence of the Gallatin, Madison, jefferson Rivers, form- 
ing Missouri. Meeting point of four valleys; richest 
agricultural lands, intervening mountains contain 
great mineral wealth; natural trade center. Early 
French traders here met Indians, who came with furs 
in canoes down these streams. Town established 
September, 1908; now a division terminal on_ the 
Cc. M. & P. S. Ry., also a station on the Northern 
Pacific. From here branch ot the C. M. & P. S. Ry. 
is projected to Yellowstone National Park; electric line 
to Bozemangust put in operation, 


DEER LODGE, Montana— 


County seat. Connection point of the C. M. & P. S. 
Ry. and Northern Pacific. Location ot Montana State 
College ; famous for its beautiful homes, shade trees 
and lawns, ere are car shops of the new C. M. 

P,S. Ry., employing several hundred men ; electric 
lighting plant, two paves water supply systems, sewer 
system, fine schools, college, churches, court house, 
Ewe library ; rich in surrounding copper mines, tim- 
ver and agricultural wealth. Becoming home of many 
employees of copper industries at Butte and Anaconda, 


ST. MARIES, Idaho— 


at confluence of beautiful St. Maries and St. Joe 
Rivers, steamboat navigation to Coeur d’ Alene coun- 
try; ooo brick business. blocks ; ,000 school- 
house ; one $17,000 and one $10,000 bank building ; 
big saw mills, supplied from largest “body of white 
pine timber in the world, south of city, reached by 
ywranch of C.M.& PS Ry. —electric lights, gravity 
water-works, water power; copper, lead and silver 
depesits being developed in neighborhood ; rich bot- 
tom lands produce enormous crops. Ideal climate, 
abundant rainfall—310,000 acres of. Indian lands ad- 
joining town just opened to white settlers. 
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Laying the Last Rail on New $123,000,000.00 Railway to the Pacific Coast— 
Opening to Settlement a Territory Twice as Large as New York State 
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40 Cents a Day Buys Five Large Building Lots, One. 
in Each of Five of the Most Rapidly Growing Young 
Cities in the Northwest, Chosen from 229 New Towns 
on the Newest, Shortest, Best Transcontinental Railway 


HIS proposition is entirely new. It is made by the 
only corporation in America formed to co-operate 
with the great railway systems in developing new towns 

along their lines—not ‘* boom ’’ towns or cities on paper. 

Our investment plan is new, scientific. ‘hat great eco- 
nomic principle—the Law of Averages—the foundation of 
all life and fire insurance business, has by us for the first time 
been applied to real estate investments, thereby dividing risk 
of loss, multiplying probability of profit, minimizing hazard, 
and practically eliminating speculation. 


Greatest Engineering Feat 
The Associated Press has told of the building, by the 
great Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, of its ‘* Ex- 
tension ’’— the Chicago, Milwaukee & Puget Sound—from 
the Missouri River through the Dakotas, Montana, Idaho 
and Washington, to Seattle and Tacoma; the shortest road, 
by 152 miles, between the Great Lakes and Pacific tidewater, 


Reaches Uncle Sam’s Last Farm 

While the road was building, thousands of settlers moved 
in and took possession of millions of acres of agricultural, 
grazing, timber and coal lands. When, in a few weeks, fast 
passenger service is established, the greatest migration in our 
history will begin. The road is now open, clear through, to 
passenger and freight traffic. Land values will rise with the 
tide of immigration. Many fortunes already have been made 
from the appreciation of land values. 


** Looking Backward” 

If you had gone out ovér’ the Central Pacific, Union 
Pacific, Southern Pacific, Northern Pacific, or Great Northern 
Railroad, the first year any of them was opened, had ex- 
amined the possibilities for growth possessed by each new 
town, you could have picked five or ten cities in which it 
would have been safe to buy, closé in, for, say $125, a build- 
ing lot in’éach town, that since then would have doubled in 
value many times, You might have made a mistake in one 
or two towns, but you could not have gone wrong on the 
whole number. 

The president of Northwest Townsite Co. was the first 
passenger over the new road, from Chicago to Seattle. He 
spent two months in studying the new towns and their proba- 
ole future, and was given every opportunity for gaining 
information, We finally bought, for spot cash, land in the 













Fill Out This Coupon and Mail It to Us 


NORTHWEST TOWNSITE COMPANY 


304 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. _ 

Reserve for me, temporarily, subject to approval, 
and without obligation upon me to buy them, five building lots, one 
in each of five of the best towns upon the new Chicago, Milwaukee 
& Puget Sound Railway. and send form of contract to me. 


Gentlemen : 


NAMI 


CITY OR P. O.. 


STATE . 





ten towns described on this page—towns that look as if they 
may be Denvers or Omahas some day. 

These towns are **‘ preferred risks,’’ chosen as if one had 
taken the same number. of people (229), just, as. they came 
along the street; had submitted each one to a rigid medical 
examination, and because of infirmity, youth, old age, bad 
habits or bad history, rejected all butten. ‘The robust persons 
would be the safest to insure. The ten sturdiest towns have 
the best prospects for growth, hence are safest to invest in. 


Put Your Eggs in Five Baskets 


This was our first application of the Law ot Averages. The 
next was like it. We decided not to offer for sale our land in 
any one of these towns, but we do now offer to sell, to a limited 
number of persons, in one transaction, for $625, one large, choice 
building lot in each of five of these ten best towns. ‘This is an 
average of $125 a lot. And we will sell all five lots for $25 down 
and $10 a month (40 cents a day for each working day), without 
interest on deferred payments. | 

You have five years in which to pay for your lots. Each lot 
will be deeded as fast as paid for. We pay all taxes until lots 
are deeded. We give a Warranty Deed, with Abstract of Title 
for each lot. The prices charged are at present actual local 
market values. ‘The leading National. Bank in each town is 
agent for our property there, and will confirm our valuations. 
Only one of our ten towns is more than three years old.. Ought 
they not to double in population and in land values during the 
next five years ? 


Investment Insurance Feature 

If the purchaser of an allotment for five lots dies before com- 
pleting his purchase, we will deed the lots, free and clear, to his 
next of kin, if one-half of the purchase price has been paid. 

Two or more persons can* buy an-allotment of five lots as 
partners, thus making the monthly payments easier for each. 

Every one of our towns, when we invested there, was either 
a County Seat, division point or janction point on the new road, 
and possessed banks, newspapers, solid business blocks and other 
permanent features. And each was an industrial center, where 
some vast natural resource was. being developed. . Our land’ ad- 
joins the most Settled, built-up portion of each town, and the 
principal streets and avenués have -been continued directly 
through our property. Upon several of the tracts substantial 
buildings already have been built. | 

Get your banker to look us up. Meanwhile, let us send you 
our copyrighted books. of. facts, containing. maps’ and full infor- 
mation. Fill out the coupon below and mail it to.us if. you de- 
sire to participate in the safest.and most promising real estate 
investment ever offered in this country. 


We desire a few High-Class 
Experienced Salesmen 





NORTHWEST TOWNSITE COMPANY 
304 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 
































